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For The Sunday-School Times, 


THE LIVING WATER. 
JOHN 4: 10. 
Alone from the city at noontide, 
Restless, worn with the heat of the day, 


Wandered one to the patriarch’s fountain, 
Her feverish thirst to allay. 


A stranger she found there reposing, 
Who asked, as the water she drew, 

That she, a Samaritan woman, 
Should give him to drink, though a Jew. 


Then he spoke of the fount never-failing, 
Where the waters of life freely flow,— 

Far excelling the famed well at Sychar;— 
Those who drink thereof thirst never know: 


Of the “waters of life, clear as crystal,’’ 
From the “Throne of the Lamb” that proceed; 
Of which all, both the Jew and the Gentile, © 
All may freely partake in their need. 


Astonished, she eagerly listened— 
Her pitcher still poised on the well— 

To his wonderful teachings, and pleadings, 
That sweetly upon her ear fell. 


As she thought of the toil in the drawing,— 
Of the burdens she wearily bore,— 

She besought him, “Oh, give me this water 
To drink, that I thirst nevermore!”’ 


And the woman, erst heavily laden 
With sorrow, with sin and with shame, 
Rejoicing, returned to the city, 
The wonderful news to proclaim. 


Ah; how often, when weary with bearing 
The burdens, the “ heat of the day,”— 
Athirst, like Samaria’s daughter, 
We seek for the springs by the way. 


Disappointed, we weep that the fountain 
Is empty, our toil all in vain,— 

And we cry “from the fount ever-living, 
Oh! to.drink and to.thirst not again!’ 


Salem, N. J. A. RB. P. 


—— et oe 
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Good Words for Christian Parents. 


HABITS. 
BY-THE REY. A. H. HOLLOWAY. 


it is very important that the Christian 

parent shouldearly begin to form proper 
habits in his child. Habits are the shape 
which the mind takes. They make up the 
character. Weare, it has been said, a bun- 
dle of habits. The parent, toa great ex- 
tent, has control of these. No doubt there 
are original elements of character and 
original differences among children, but 
the <reater part of our habits, modified, it 
*, true, by our own experience and culture, 
are derived from our parents. Habits 
are the house in which the soul dwells. 
The parent lays the foundation. How im- 
portant it is that this should be of the right 
kind! There are many habits of mind and 
of spirit which form a Christian character, 





but it will only be necessary to direct your 
attention to a few of them. 


1, Endeavor to form in your child a 
habit of truthfulness. Teach your child 
always to tell the truth. It may be a ques- 
tion for the philosopher to decide, whether 
it is natural for a child to tell the truth, or 
to tell a lie, but it is certain that there will 
be strong temptations to the latter course. 
Punishment and inconvenience can, in the 
view of the child, be avoided by departing 
from the truth. By careful training in 
early life, much can be done towards form- 
ing a habit of truthfulness both in word 
and conduct. Early impress upon your 
child that truthfulness is not only the best 
policy, but that it is right, and the way 
which leads to happiness. You can very 
easily put your child in such a posture to- 
wards truth that he will feel it is a disgrace 
to tell a lie. On the other hand, you can 
train your child to lie, and you can succeed 
so well that this course shall seem to him 
to be right. Concealment will become 
natural, and further on in life, your child 
will appear as a man who cannot be be- 
lieved under oath. By all means teach 
your children the absolute right of truth- 
fulness in word and act. 


2. Strive to form in your child a habit of 
kindness. A child loves to exercise power. 
There seems to be an innate tyrannical dis- 
position in human nature. How soon does 
this manifest itself, especially in cruelty to- 
wards animals. There seems to be an in- 
nate disposition in children to destroy 
birds’ nests, and to torture helpless in- 
sects. Very soon this perverted feeling 
shows itself in tyrannical oppression of the 
weak. This destructive taste may not be 
found in all children, but wherever it shows 
itself the parent ought to exercise great 
vigilance. Curb the tyrant. It is a great 
point gained to have a boy respect a bird’s 
nest. There is a good deal of religion in 
the fact that a child steps over an insect, 
instead of crushing it merely as an exercise 
ofpower. Itis.an indication of a devilish 
nature when a child takes delight in quar- 
tering flies. The parent has much to do in 
this matter. Endeavor to form in your 
children habits of gentleness, of kindness, 
and of respect for lifein every form. What 
a grievous sin those parents commit, who 
manifest delight when their children exer- 
cise their power in tormenting the weak, 
as if it were a fore-token of manly virtue. 
Such parents take the very best way to 
train their children for becoming, in after 
life, tormentors to themselves and to all 
with whom they may associate. There is 
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nothing so admirable in a child as a tender 
respect for the weak and the unfortunate. 

3. Be careful to form in your child a 
habit of respectfulness. A disposition to 
reverence parents and superiors‘is a beauti- 
ful habit in children. It is a safe one as 
well. ‘‘ Theeyé that mocketh at his father, 
and despiseth to obey his mother, the ravens 
of the valley shall pick it out, and the 
young eagles shall eat it.’’ Reverence for 
a parent is a prophesy of future usefulness. 
Modesty in a child is very beautiful. The 
opposite of this disposition is oftentimes 
cultivated by the injudicious way some 
parents have of showing their children to 
visitors and strangers. Strangers know 
that this is a weak place with parents, and 
heap indiscriminate praise upon the chil- 
dren, who are thereby flattered and spoiled. 
Children subjected to such treatment make 
very rapid progress, and will soon call their 
parents by the titles, ‘‘Old man,” and 
‘*Old woman.’”’ Do we not find here also 
the root of much of that want of reverence 
for God and sacred things which exists in 
the minds of so many ? 


4, Train yourchildren toa habit ofgiving. 
There is nosin towhich human nature is 
so prone as that of covetousness. Multi- 
tudes bow down to money with™as much 
devotion as the heathen does to his idol. 
Men give themselves no rest until they ac- 
quire wealth. How careful, then, ought 
Christian parents to be in order’ to form in 
their children a liberal disposition. It will 
be in vain that you expect noble things of 
your children, if your entire conversation 
and conduct havea direct tendency to crush 
the generous impulses of their young hearts. 
You can make your child a miser, or you 
can make him a generous-hearted benefac- 
tor of his race. Form in your ‘children a 
habit of giving. Cultivate the kindly im- 
pulses of the heart. See thatythey share 
with their companions whatever good thing 
they may have. Have amissionary box in 
your home, and explain to them the object 
and reasons of giving. Encourage them to 
give whenever a collection is taken up in 
the Sabbath-school. Put them in a way of 
making money of their own for the purpose 
of giving. 

5. Strive to form in your child a habit of 
devotion. No doubt the theologic ideas of 
children are very vague, but it is far better 
that it should be so than that the soul 
should be without a religious sense. One 
has said that the idea which he had of God, 
when a little child, was of a venerable old 
man, clad in a morning {gown of a grave- 
colored flowered damask, sitting in an 
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elbow-chair. That conception of God differs 
much from the one formed by the trained 
mind of a philosopher, yet, since all of our 
eonceptionsof God areapproximations only, 
and very far below the truth, may there not 
be in the little child an act of worship as 
pleasing to God as the more reasonable 
serviee given by the philosopher? Use all 
your skill, then, to formin your children 


proper habits of devotion. 
_->--+-——— 





For The Sunday-School Times. 


BEING LIKE JESUS. 
MEX take it as a great compliment to be 
compared to other great men. The 
warrior who is likened to a Wellington, a 
Washington, or even some heathen leader 
of great renown, is elated with the honor. 

Itis hard for even the Christian to pre- 
vent the risings of spiritual pride, when his 
labors are placed side by side with those 
who stand high in the church’s annals. 
Widely different was the experience of the 
laborious Dr. Judson. When his wife, one 
day, read aloud to him some paragraph in 
the papers, in which he was likened to one 
of thezapostles, it distressed him exceed- 
ingly. 

‘* Norzdo I want to belikethem,’’ he said: 
‘**T dojnot want to be like Paul, or Appolos, 
or Cephas, or any mere man. I want to 
be like Christ. We have only one perfect 
example, only one who tempted like as we 
are, was yet without sin. I want to follow 
him; copy his teachings; drink in his 
spirit ; place my feet in his foot-prints, and 
measure their short comings by these and 
these only. Oh, to be more like Christ !’’ 

In no better way can we end the day’s 
labors thangby asking ourselves, how have 
we this day followed Jesus? Has our good 
been done not to win the approbation of 
our fellows, but from a sincere desire to 
please and honor the Master? Self-seeking 
will destroy the worth of the most self- 
denying labors. If Christ says of our work, 
‘Ye did itfto be seen of men,’’ we shall 
have no reward of our Father which is in 
heaven. 

An eminent Christian, whose praise was 
on everyilip, said to a friend that the sin he 
had to struggle hardest with, and over 
which he mourned most bitterly, was self- 
righteousness. But, oh! in how many of 
eur hearts does this enemy lurk, all un- 
known tous. How easy to blind our eyes 
to its presence. It is ‘‘a dead fly” that 
can poison our best works. Only by look- 
ing unto Jesus, moment by moment, can 
we be safe from stumbling. McC. 
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For The Sunday-School Times, 
Sin and the Saviour. 


I HAVE lately been reading much in an 

old book, entitled ‘‘ Thoughts on Reli- 
gion.’’ It consists of extracts from the diary 
of the Rev. Thomas Adam, who was born 
in Yorkshire, England, in 1701, and who 
died in 1784, after having been for fifty- 
eight years rector of a church in Lincoln- 
shire. Some of these thoughts are so full 
of truth, so terse, and pungent, that I am 
tempted to transcribe a few for my readers, 





‘‘ No man is humbled or sincere with God 
till he is willing to know the worst of him- 
self.’’ 

‘“‘Tf my nature, heart, will, and affections 
must be changed, God must do it, for I 
could no more change them than I could 
make myself. God commands to strike at 
the root of sin, Christ puts the axe, sharp- 
ened with his blood, into the hands of all 
who are willing, and the Spirit gives 
strength to the blow.”’ 

“Tf I see myself bad enough for Christ, 
he sees me good enough.”’ 

“Tt is impossible for any man to know 
Christ to be a Saviour, till he knows him- 
self to be a sinner.”’ 

‘‘T owe it to Jesus that I have a mo- 
ment’s peace.’’ 

‘‘Christ still manifests his Messiahship 
by his presence, and says to the desiring 
soul, as he did to the woman of Samaria, 
‘I thatspeak unto thee am he.’”’ 

‘‘ Without Christ we should never know 
what sin is. Without the knowledge of 
sin, we should never have known what 
Christ is. Oh! mysoul, magnify the Lord, 
and rejoice in God thy Saviour.”’ 

Norfolk, Va. M. E. M. 
Se ——— 

OVER AND OVER AGAIN. 
BY JOSEPHINE POLLARD. 





Over and over again, 
No matter which way I turn, 
I always find in the Book of Life 
Some lesson I have to learn, 
I must take my turn at the mill, 
I must grind out the golden grain, 
I must work at my task with a resolute will, 
Over and over again. 


We cannot measure the need 
Of even the tiniest flower, 
Nor check the flow of the golden sands 
That run through a single hour, 
But the morning dews must fall; 
And the sun and the summer rain 
Must do their part, and perform it all 
Over and over again. 


Over and over again 
The brook through the meadow flows, 
And over and over again 
The ponderous mill-wheel goes. 
Once doing will not suffice, 
Though doing be not in vain, 
And a blessing, failing us once or twiee, 
May come if we try again. 


The path that has once been trod 
Is never so rough to the feet; 
And the lesson we once have learned 
Is never so hard to repeat. 
Though sorrowful tears may fall, 
And the heart to its depths be riven, 
With storm and tempest, we need them all 
To render us meet for heaven. 
— Watchman and Reflector. 
Om om 


How To DEAL WITH THE MYSTERIES.— 
How can these things be? This is the irre- 
pressible though often unuttered question, 
which rises in the minds of the think- 
ing scholars in our classes. How shall 
we, as teachers, meet such thoughts? 
By frank confessions of our own ig- 
norance. By solemn words about the 
infinite greatness of God. ‘‘ Touching 
the Almighty, we cannot find him out.”’ 
‘‘The Father incomprehensible, the Son 
incomprehensible, and the Holy Ghost in- 
comprehensible.’’ If we teach effectively 





—— 
our littleness, our nothingness before God, 
we give a most important lesson. And 
yet, let us not forget to add, THIS Gop, ig 
ouR Gop, our Father, our Saviour, our 
Comforter. 
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HOBBIES. 


BY MRS, J. E. MC CONAUGHY. 


tread! man should have his leading 

pursuit; one that absorbs the best 
powers of his nature. But when this mo. 
nopolizes the whole man it is apt to make 
him more an object of ridicule than of re- 
spect. The antiquarian who sees more of 
interest in an old button than in the great 
events of the day which affect society to its 
centre; the musician ‘‘who recognizes 
nothing in the universe but crotchets and 
quavers,’? would be far more useful and 
respected if they would but interest them- 
selves also in matters of more vital impor- 
tance to the world. : 

I remember a man who made the subject 
of the ruined cities of the old world his 
study for so many years, that it became to 
him the absorbing interest of the universe, 
Some papers of his had appeared in a local 
journal, in which he had reproduced, with- 
out even a grain of allowance, all the ex- 
travagant statements of oriental writers on 
the glories of these cities. The writer him- 
self was announced to deliver a lecture on 
the subject. I shall never forget the patro- 
nizing, complacent air with which he en- 
tered a friend’s house. Seating himself with 
an expression which said plainer than 
words, ‘‘I have come,’’ in two minutes 
he was conversing with a spice of bitter- 
ness and sarcasm on the stupidity of the 
age in not caring whether the walls of 
Babylon were two, or two hundred feet, 
high. If he could but get the public ear, 
how easy it would be to set them all right. 
He did little but go about the country, 
striving to make people believe that their 
every day pursuits were of little moment, 
compared with the preferred knowledge he 
could impart. But perverse society plodded 
on much the same as it had done before, to 
the intense disgust of the antiquarian. 

It is not safe for any one to take up his 
hobby, unless it is one most dignified and 
comprehensive. Here moral and religious 
pursuits have a great pre-eminence. There 
is a grandeur and sublimity about such 
philanthrophy as John Howard’s, which 
all the world honors. So the devotion 
of a Henry Martyn, a Rutherford, and 
a M’Cheyne, call forth the admiration of 
even unbelievers. We shall never be in 
danger of too ardent a devotion to Christ’s 
cause. In this it is a glory to be always 
‘‘zealously affected.’?’ Oh! that there 
were more who made a hobby out of the 
means of doing good! That we had an 
army of enthusiastic workers in our Sun- 
day-schools and churches! We need just 
this oneness of purpose to attain to the 
highest advancement in the work. 

The way the antiquary becomes so ab- 
sorbed in his pursuit, is by studying long 
and hard over it. The same rule will ena 
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ble us to awaken a glow in our hearts over 
any good work, which shall incite us to 
vigorous, hearty labor in it. 


rao 


For The Sunday-School Times. 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL BENEFITS TO THOSE OUTSIDE. 


HE blessing of the Sunday-school is not 
only for those who are its stated atten- 
dants. The children take home an influ- 
ence which is felt in thousands of house- 
holds. Especially is this true in irreligious 
homes and neighborhoods. No one can 
estimate the influence of a well selected 
Sunday-school library on those outside the 
regular circle it is intended to reach. 
So, too, of the Sunday-school hymns which 
the children learn and sing all through the 
week. You might as well try to stop a tree 
from growing, as to stop a child, with a 
sweet voice, from singing a beautiful new 
tune he has learned. 

Then, too, when the dark hours of trou- 
ble and sickness come, to no one does the 
heart of the child turn so quickly as to the 

‘loving, sympathizing teacher. 

A poor man thought that death was draw- 
ing near, and in his distress he begged his 
wife to tell him something that would take 
away his trouble of mind in view of the 
dread future. 

His little child, who went to the Sunday- 
school, said quickly, 

‘Father, there is a good man who belongs 
to our school, who visits poor people and 
prays with them. If he knew you wanted 
him he would come to you.” 

‘*Run for him,’’ said the man, eagerly. 

And the little girl did run. The kind 
teacher came again and again, made the 
way of salvation so plain and clear, that the 
man was led to the feet of Jesus. 

Oh whata gain there is when the teacher 
is a faithful visitor in the families of his 
scholars. Teacher do not neglect this 
part of your good work. It will bind you 
closer still to the hearts of your little band, 
and you may be able to do them good in 
ways you least expected. Formal visits 
will do little good, while a few minutes’ 
kindly chat, in which you come right into 
the heart of the family circle, will make 
your presence a joy and blessing in the 
house. 


<>< 
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For The Sunday-School Times, 
The Constraining Love. 


OW quickly people tire of a dull, prosy 
preacher! And wedo not blame them. 
A minister ought not to be unfeeling and 
dull. He is sent on the noblest of all er- 
rands, and is dealing with the most sub- 
lime of all themes. What work can fora 
moment compare with that of unfolding 
truths which, owned and blessed by the 
Master of assemblies, will issue in the rege- 
neration of souls? Who can compute the 
infinite results which depend upon the 
faithful presentation of the Word of God? 
But it is just as true that a teacher in the 
Sabbath-school has no right to be cold, apa- 
thetic, or dull. He also is dealing with 
souls, He also is engaged, or is supposed 








to be engaged, in explaining the way of 
life. O, how important that he see to it 
that his work is well done! A mind well 
stored with Bible truth goes a great ways 
towards a right equipment for the work, 
but more than thatis needful. There must 
be an inward experience of the precious 
truth to kindle that knowledge into a bright 
glow. 

Teacher, we would have you know what 
that is which will make your labor a source 
of unfeigned joy, and teach you to expect 
great things from God. It is the thought 
of the love which Jesus bore for you. The 
Apostle Paul has well expressed it when he 
said, ‘‘ The love of Christ constraineth us.”’ 
In all the wide range of human thought, 
there is nothing like this in its effects upon 
the heart and life. Faith in this truth en- 
abled the martyr-host to go to the stake 
with a very fulness of heavenly joy. Faith 
in this truth is the moving, constraining 
influence which, more than anything else, 
will nerve the Christian teacher to faithful- 
ness, energy, and glowing zeal. 

Let teachers take up this thought of Jesus’ 
love. Let them turn it over and over in 
their minds, until it has taken deep hold 
upon them. If they would have real joy 
and great success in their work, let them go 
to Calvary and study the ineffable love of 
the Redeemer until their souls are melted 
to tenderness and their hearts areall aglow. 
Then will they be prepared to teach. 

W. E. J. 


<=> + 
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A WORLD WITHOUT PRAYER. 


WE. can imagine what society would be, 
. if for one day, all the restraints of 
law were withdrawn; but our highest 
imagination never can reach even an 
approximateto the fearful reality. We have 
seen what a day or two of mob-rule some- 
times works in our large cities; but even 
there the law is a powerful check. 

Did you ever reflect what the world 
would be, if for one day the voice of prayer 
was hushed? If no petition went up for 
the restraining power of God on the acts of 
wicked men; no blessing of heaven was 
invoked on prayerless friends and neigh- 
bors? Oh! we should learn then how 
much we owe to these prayers. Even the 
most hardened sinners are saved from a 
thousand evils by the prayers of their godly 
associates. If there had been but ten 
righteous men in Sodom, it would have 
been spared its fearful doom. 

It is a fearful thought, that ‘‘ In that lone 
land of deep despair,’’ there will never rise 
the voice of supplication from a believer’s 
heart. Here fearfully alone must seem 
their lot. A praying mother cannot call 
down a blessing on the head of an impeni- 
tent child. No pious sister can bear up on 
the wings of faith and love a careless, 
worldly brother. The grave closes over all 
such hope and efforts. 

Then hasten while there is room for 
mercy. Before that beloved one has gone 
to a realm where prayer is unknown, oh! 
agonize at the throne of grace for his salva- 








tion. Without this no blessing will be of 
any lasting value. L. 
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Texts for Teachers, 

Our Commission.—‘'Feed my lambs.” 
—John xxi. 15. 

Our Motive.—'‘ Inasmuch as ye have done 
it unto one of the least of these my brethren, 
ye have done it unto me.’’—Matt. xxv. 40. 

Our Responsibility.—'‘ For they watch for 
your souls, as they that must give account, 
that they may do it with joy, and not with 
grief.’’—Heb. xiii. 17. 

Our Strength.—‘‘Our sufficiency is of 
God.’’—2 Cor. iii. 5. 

‘*T can do all things through Christ which 
strengtheneth mc.’’—Phil. iv. 13. 

Our Preparation.—‘' Study to show thy- 
self approved unto God, a workman that 
needeth not to be ashamed.—2 Tim. ii. 15. 

Our Success.—‘' He that goeth forth and 
weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubt- 
less come again with rejoicing, bringing 
his sheaves with him.’’—Ps. exxvi. 6. 


<-> 


PEARLS IN CHRIST’S CROWN. 


Oe the wisdom, goodness and mercy of 
God! He can take the pains and the 
agonies of the sick one, and work them all 
into jewels, which will sparkle in the 
crown of Christ forever! All our sorrows 
and sufferings, and our very tears, will thus 
become a part of his own glorious crown. 
We wonder often that the good, the meek, 
are made to suffer so long and so fearfully ; 
but when we look upon the jewels which he 
thus makes up, we shall cease to wonder. 
Not one pang or sorrow could be spared, 
and have the jewels in his crown what 
they are. Osufferer on the bed of pain! 
our Lord makes pearls for the crown of 
earthly monarchs; and, in the same way, 
he is fitting thee to be a glory in his own 
diadem. Patiently, patiently suffer his 
will, and thou wilt hereafter see that it was 
all to make thee more glorious in the eter- 
nal kingdom. 





<2: > 
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THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TEACHER. 


[The following lines have been in our paper before, 
but they are so exquisitely beautiful, and so stimu- 
lating, that we again quote them.] ' 

. « « « Go—speak to Jesus first; 
Then to the child. Go, let Him speak to thee 
Who taught on earth in Judah’s waning days 
On mountain slopes, along the pebbly beach, 
And on the joyous billows of the sea, 
Yes, in the closet hear His voice who spake 
As never man did speak. Ask for His mind 
Whose patience bore the burdens of a world. 
Ask trustingly; the promise is to thee: 
Thou shalt receive. Then meet thechild as one 
For whom the Saviour died. That ransomed soul— 
God knows—it may be given thee, to lift 
The little fledgling to an angel’s seat. 
Oh! touch not heedlessly the chords that thrill 
To gladness or to woe. Lay gentle hands 
On things that tell the tale in other worlds. 
Go—speak to Jesus—wait His answering word: 
Then tell the trusting child like one who comes 
Transfigured from the mount of prayer. . . 


<> > 
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THERE Will be no Christian but will have 
his Gethsemane; but every praying Chris- 
tian will find that there is no Gethsemane 
without its angel.— Binney. 
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Publishers’ Hotices. 





Please consult this column every week. 





Badges for Sunday-Schools.—We have 
prepared a neat form of badge to be worn by 
scholars on special occasions. It is printed on 
satin ribbon, with an emblem and appropriate 
words, in gilt bronze letters. Any one order- 
ing ji/ty or more at one time, can have the 
name of his school printed on the badge. 
Price, $10 per hundred. Sample by mail for 
15 cents. 

Beautiful Reward Cards.—On page 207 of 
this number of The Sunday-School Times will 
be found a list of attractive reward cards. 
Many of them are very beautifully printed in 
bright colors from chaste designs. Quite a 
number are Scripture pictures, illustrating 
important events of Old and New Testament 
history; while others are illuminated Bible 
texts, with the precious words of truth set 
forth in forms of taste and beauty. As will 
be observed, they are put up in packages, for 
convenience, and while we cannot break these 
packages to send samples of single cards to 
our friends, we will cheerfully take back any 
package, ifreturned in the same manner as 
sent by us, that may not prove acceptable to 
the purchaser, and give another in place of it. 
Sent by mail, post-paid, at the prices given in 
the list. 





SEQUEL 


FRIDAY LOWE: 


By Mrs. CAROLINE E. KELLY DAVIS, 
Author of ‘ Arthur Merton,” ‘John 
Brett’s Household,” &c., &ce. 








CHAPTER XIII. 
WN the first Saturday evening after her ar- 
rival in New York, Elfrida, in order to 
collect her thoughts, and review the events of 
the week preparatory to the services of the 
Lord’s day, retired to her own room imme- 
diately after the six o’clock dinner, and draw- 
ing the curtains and lighting the gas, sat down 
in a low easy chair before the grate. The 
week had furnished a chapter for the book of 
her life in allrespects differing from any which 
had gone before. Was it a type of what the 
future was to be? and if so, was she glad or 
sorry that the change, and such a change, had 
come? Elfrida shook her head doubtfully. 
It was a difficult question to answer. The 
luxury by which she was now surrounded, the 
freedom from care, the ample leisure for study, 
reading and writing, were undeniably plea- 
sant. Often had she dreamed in the years that 
were past, when hard worked, weary, and 
forlorn, of justsuch luxurious freedom ; now it 
was a reality, but—. Was there already a 
shadow on the fair picture? a cloud in the 
sunny sky? 

‘*What have I done for others this week ?” 
Elfridaasked herself this question, and paused 
for the answer. 

** Nothing!’ came with a sigh from her un- 





(*Entered, according to Act of Congress, in the 
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willing lips. ‘Nobody is any the better or 
wiser or happier for me. I have just followed 
my own pleasure, my own profit, without 
spending a single hour in serving others. I 
used to think,’’ she went on, soliloquizing, 
‘“‘that if I could only have time to do whatever 
I liked, I should spend a great deal of it in 
reading the Bible, and in prayer, but it has 
been just the reverse. I have prayed less this 
week than I used to in my busiest days. Then 
I remember my thoughts used to take the 
form of prayer, often and often, in the midst 
of my work, and it was sweet and comforting 
to know that God heardme. Itseemed, some- 
times, as though the answer came almost be- 
fore the petition was breathed. Is it because 
everything is so strange and new, that I have 
neglected my Bible reading and my prayers 
more this week than’ ever before, since I 
thought I became a Christian? or is it because 
I really care less for heavenly things now that 
I have such an abundance of the good things 
of the world? I do not know, but I must 
pray. I must keep near to Christ, for he is 
more than all the world to me.’’ Elfrida fell 
upon her knees; her heart was too full for 
many words, and those that she uttered were 
choked by sobs; she longed to feel that the 
negligence and self-gratification of the past few 
days were forgiven, but in the midst of her 
tears and sobs, thoughts foreign to her prayer 
intruded themselves to tempt and vex her, 

‘¢ What shall I wear to church to-morrow ? 
It is too bad that my dresses haven’t been sent 
home, when they were promised! I don’t 
believe Mrs. Thornton will want me to go with 
her in my old clothes, but I shall go some- 
where, if I go alone. I wonder how I shall 
feel with a silk—.’’ Here the wandering 
thought was suddenly checked, and tears fell 
faster than before. Then spoke the tempter: 
“You are mocking God by trying to pray 
when you are thinking of other things. Wait 
until you are in a praying mood. Don’t go to 
him with lip-service when your heart is far 
from him. He will not listen.” ‘‘OLord !” 
cried Elfrida, ‘‘ keep my thoughts fixed where 
Iwant them to be, on thee!’ and then there 
came to her recollection a part of a hymn that 
Miss Lena had often repeated to her: 


“T cannot pray: yet, Lord! thou know’st 
The pain it is to me 

To have my vainly-struggling thoughts 
Thus torn away from thee. 

Had I kept stricter watch each hour 
O’er tongue and eye and ear, 

Had I but mortified all day 
Each joy as it came near,— 

Had I, dear Lord! no pleasure found 
But in the thought of thee, 

Prayer would have come unsought, and been 
A truer liberty. 

Yet thou art oft most present, Lord! 
In weak, distracted prayer ; 

A sinner out of heart with self 
Most often finds thee there. 

And prayer that humbles, sets the soul 
From all illusion free, 

And teaches it how utterly, 
Dear Lord! it hangs on thee,” 


These words and the happier thoughts to 
which they gave rise, comforted Elfrida, and 
she arose at length calmer and more composed, 
and took her Bibleto read. But she was des- 
tined to a speedy interruption, for Dyke, on 
his way to bed, broke away from Nora’s re- 
straining hand, and without the ceremony of 
knocking, burst into her room, laughing and 
shouting: 

‘I’m going to make you a visit, Miss Elfie! 
Send Nora away, and tell mea story, won’t 
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you? I won’t go to bed yet! I won’t, you 
naughty Nora!’ 

“Indeed, then, you must, Master Thon. 
dyke,” said the girl, seizing him by the shoul. 
der, as he tried to shelter himself beside &). 
frida. ‘‘ Your mother said so, and it is seven 
by the clock. Come right along with you thig 
minute !”’ 

“No, I won’t!”’ cried Dyke, throwing him. 
self upon the floor and kicking with all hig 
might. “I’m going to stay with Miss Elfiea 
little while, and hear a story, and you may 
just go off down stairs.”’ 

“Oh dear, you’re the plague of my life, you 
are, you naughty boy!” and stooping down 
Nora eaught him by the wrists and resolutely 
pulled him to his feet. This operation wag 
followed by a succession of shrill screams, that 
speedily brought his mother, who was dressing 
to go out, to her chamber door. 

‘* What is all this noise about ?”’ she askedin 
an irritated tone. ‘‘Nora, what is the mat- 
ter with MasterThorndyke? Why are youin 
Miss Lowe’s room ?”’ 

“‘Tndeed, then, he would go in there in the 
spite of me,” answered the girl, stepping out 
into the hall, ‘and he declares he will stop 
there for the lady to tell him a story, and he 
kicks and screams like a wild cat, ma’am.” 

“She pulled my hands and ‘shook me, 
mamma,” cried Thorndyke, running across 
the hall and holding up his red wrists for her 
to see, ‘and I won’t mind her! She shan’t 
pull me, mamma!”’ 

“No,” said Mrs. Thorndyke. ‘‘No ono 
shall do such a thing as that to my precious! 
Nora, Iam surprised at you. If you ever re- 
peat the offence, you will lose your place. 
Now won’t mamma's darling bea good boy 
and go to bed?”’ 

““No, no, no!’ and Dyke stamped his little 
foot on the carpet. ‘Miss Elfie"is all alone, 
and I want to go into her room and hear a 
story. She knows stories and I like her. She 
a’n’t cross like ugly, old Nora,”’ 


““But perhaps she is busy,’ objected Mrs, 
Thorndyke. ‘I don’t believe} she wants a 
noisy little boy like you to disturb’ her. If 
you will go to bed now, like a good child, 
mamma will buy that pretty train of cars for 
you that you saw at the toy shop yesterday.” 

**T shall haveit any way,’’ said Dyke. ‘‘ You 
said you'd buy it if I wouldn’t eatitwo pieces 
of plum pudding for dinner, and I didn’t, 
Come, mamma, let me go and hear a story.” 

Elfrida had been an interested listener to 
this brief dialogue. She was rather unwilling 
to have her evening broken in upon, and yet 
if Mrs. Thornton consented she could not well 
refuse a visit from the boy, who seemed really 
to regard her with some affection, andin whom, 
notwithstanding all his faults, she was already 
deeply interested. 

“Come, mamma, say yes, ’cause I’m going 
in there anyway. I'll bea real good boy, and 
do just as she says.”’ 

‘““Will you go to bed/when she tells you, 
Dyke ?”’ 

“What o’clock, mamma?” 

“When it is eight. Your papa will be angry 
ifI allow you tosit up any later. You must 
ask Miss Elfie to tell you the time, and then 
she will ring the bell for Nora, and you will 
go to bed like a good little boy.”’ 

Having thus, as usual, gained his point, 
Thorndyke rushed back to Eifrida’s room and 
slammed the door after him.“sHis handsome 
fice was quite radiant with smiles, and he rap 
up to her, and offered her a kiss, a token of 
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favor which he seldom bestowed upon any one. 
What was his surprise when Elfrida, instead 
of stooping to receive it, gravely shook her 
head. 

‘Don’t you like me, Miss Elfie?’’ he asked, 
with a conscious blush, 

“Yes,” she answered, “but I don’t think 
you deserve a kiss to-night—do you?” 

“Why not?” 

“You know why not as well as I do,’’ said 
Elfrida. 

‘Mamma didn’t care if I came in here,’ said 
Dyke, ‘“‘and Nora was real hateful ugly! I 
wish I didn’t have Nora to take care of me. 
She—” 

“T don’t want to hear about Nora,” inter- 
rupted Elfrida. 

“Then tell me a story, please, Miss Elfie,’’ 

“Notto-night, Thorndyke. I was very busy 
when you came into my room, and I did not 
care to have you breaking in without knock- 
ing. It was rude and impolite. I shall have 
to keep my door locked if you are not going to 
knock when you want to come in.” 

“J didn’t think,’ stammered the boy. ‘“T 
won’t do so again, Miss Elfie. Mamma said I 
must only stay till you told me it was eight, 
and then I must go to bed. If you won’t tell 
me astory, what may I do?” 

Elfrida reflected a moment. Was not here 
an opportunity unexpectedly given to speak 
of Christ? to sow a seed of truth in the mind 
of this bright but untaught and wilful boy? 
She drew a chair up close beside her own, and 
when he had climbed into it, turned again to’ 
the Bible which she still held in her hand. 

“Do you know what book this is?’ she ask- 
ed, showing him first the covers and then the 
printed page. 

“No,” answered Dyke. 
books.”’ 

‘But this is the best book in all the world,” 
said Elfrida. 

“Tt isn’t so very pretty,” said Dyke. ‘It 
looks real old; my papa has got lots that are 
handsomer,—in his library, you know, Miss 
Elfie. Is this one yours?” 

“Yes, it is my Bible.” 

“My sister Gussie has got a Bible, but it has 
beautiful red covers, and her name is on the 
back of it in nice gold letters ; and Mrs. Burns 
has got a Bible, too,an awful big one, witha 
picture in it of a lady and a little boy baby. 
I saw it one day when I was in Gussie’s room. 
I guess she will show it to you, if you will ask 
her some day. Do you like to read in your 
Bible, Miss Elfie?’’ 

Yes, T-do:"” 

“Has it any stories in it?” 

“ A great many, and very nice ones, too.”’ 

‘“‘T wish you’d tell me one, please.’’ 

“Twill read averse to you,’’ said Elfrida, ‘a 
beautiful verse for little boys and girls to learn, 
and perhaps you will learnit. Ishould like 
to teach it to you this evening, very much,”’ 

“What is it??? asked Dyke. “If I like it I 
can learn it fast enough. I know lots of 
verses.”’ 

“Do you?” and Elfrida began to think that, 
after all, some one might have had a thought 
for the child’s soul—perhaps Miss Robbins, or 
Augusta, or Mrs. Burns. Let me hear you say 
some of them ?’’ 

‘“Well,’”’ said Dyke, crossing one little leg 
over the other, and settling himself back in 
the chair, “‘ I can’t think of a great many, but 
they’re realfunny. One of ’em is, 


“T don’t like 


“* Little boy blue, come blow your horn, 
The sheep’s in the meadow, 





The cow’s in the corn; 
What! is this the way you mind your sheep, 
Under the hay-cock fast asleep ?’ 


‘Then there is an awful funny one: 


“*There was a man in our town, 
And he was wondrous wise; 

He jumped into a bramble bush 
And scratched out both his eyes; 

And when he saw his eyes were out, 
With all his might and main, 

He jumped into another bush 
And scratched them in again!’ 

** And there’s 

“*Three wise men of Gotham 
Went to sea in a bowl; 

If the bowl] had been stronger, 

My song had been longer!’ 


‘But the funniest one of all I can’t remem- 
ber the whole of, Miss Elfie. It begins: 


“*There were three blind men 
Went to see three cripples run a race,’ 


* Just think of three blind men seeing, when 
they didn’t have any eyes! Shall I tell you 
any more?’’ 

“No,” said Elfrida, ‘‘ The verse that I want 
you to learn is not like these verses. It is not 
funny at all, but so sweet and kind that no one 
can help liking to hear and to knowit. Now 
listen, will you, Thorndyke ?”’ 

““Yes,’’? and the boy fixed his dark, lustrous 
eyes upon her face with an earnest look, as she 
read from her Bible: 

‘** Jesus said, Suffer the little children to 
come unto me, and forbid them not: for of such 
is the kingdom of God.’ ”’ 

“Isn’t that a beautiful verse for you to learn?”’ 

“*T’ve heard it before,’’ said Dyke. ‘‘Some- 
body told it to mea great while ago, when I 
was a very little boy. I don’t rem’mber whe- 
ther it was my sister Gussie or Mrs. Burns. 
Who is it, Miss Elfie ?”’ 

“T don’t know who told it you,” said El- 
frida. 4 

“‘T don’t mean that,’’ said Dyke, impatiently. 
“Who is it said that to the little children? is 
what I mean.” 

** Jesus Christ.’’ 

“Tneversaw him. Whoishe? Where does 
he live? Did you ever see him?”’’ 

“‘Tt is our dear Saviour,”’ Elfrida answered. 
“He once lived in this world, and rreached to 
the people, and helped everybody that came 
to him; now he lives in heaven, but he knows 
all about you, and me, and every one else. I 
never saw him, but he sees me all the time.’’ 

“He doesn’t see me all the time, does he?’’ 
asked Thorndyke, with wide-open eyes. 

‘“* Every moment,” 

*€ And is he real good ?”’ 

‘*-Yes; no one was ever so good as he,”’ 

“Does he see me when I am naughty ?”’ 

“Yes, Youcan’t keep anything from him.” 

“*T don’t believe he can see me after the gas 
is put out, when I’m all covered up in bed, 
and it is dark as pitch.”’ 

‘The darkness and the light are both alike 
to him,’”’ answered Elfrida, seriously, 

“Does he love naughty boys?” asked the 
child, with a slight tremor in his voice. 

Elfrida shook her head. 

‘‘He does not love their naughtiness,”’ she 
said. ‘‘He is so good that he cannot endure 
sin. But he helps naughty boys to be good, 
Thorndyke.”’ 

‘How does he doit? S’pose he would tell 
me how?” 

‘Yes, indeed, if you will ask him.’’ 

‘* How can I ask him when I can’t see him ?’’ 

**Don’t you say any prayers, Dyke?” 





** Any what ?” 

“Prayers. Has no one taught you to pray 
to God when you go to bed at night, and when * 
you get up in the morning?” 

Dyke looked in his companion’s face as 
though she were speaking in an unknown 
tongue, and answered, 

‘“No, I don’t know what you mean, Miss 
Elfie.”’ 

‘““What do you know about God?” asked 
Elfrida. 

‘*He lives up in heaven, don’t he?” returned 
Dyke, hesitating. 

“He is everywhere,” said Elfrida. “He 
created you and me, and keeps us alive, and 
gives us all we have.” 

‘* What is created?” asked Dyke. 

“Made. He made you, a little baby boy, 
and has taken care of you ever since you were 
born.’’ 

‘““My papa takes care of me,” interrupted 
Dyke. 

‘* Who takes care of your papa?” asked El- 
frida, 

‘* He takes care of himself; I guess he can,’’ 

“Not unless God helped him. We are all 
God’s children, Thorndyke, and he doesevery 
thing for us. Don’t you think we ought to 
love him very much, and try to please him? 
Don’t you think we ought to thank him for 
being so kind to us, and ask him to help us to 
be good ?”’ 

Thorndyke looked exceedingly puzzled. 
New thoughts were crowding into his little 
mind faster than he was able to receive them, 
and they were so confused that there was dan- 
ger that no one idea would be definitely re- 
tained and fixed in hismemory. Elfrida saw 
the difficulty, and without repeating her ques- 
tions, said gently, 

‘*T will read the verse again, Dyke, and then 
it will be time for you to goto bed. It is ten 
minutes of eight. ‘ Jesus said, Suffer the little 
children to come unto me, and forbid them 
not: for of such is the kingdom of God.’ Do 
you think that you can say it now?’’ 

The boy shook his head, but, nevertheless, 
repeated the first clause of the verse correctly, 
and in a few minutes, with a little aid from 
Elfrida, had mastered the whole, Then she 
rose to ring the bell for Nora. 

“*T don’t want her to put me to bed,” cried 
Dyke. ‘‘Can’t you, Miss Elfie? I’ll be real 
good if you will, and P’ll hurry just as fast as 
ever I can.”’ 

The voice, usually so demanding, was gentle 
and humbl!e, and the little face was raised with 
such a pleading look, that Elfrida could not 
find it in her heart to refuse his request. Shé 


-led him, skipping along, to bed, and listened 


to his pleasant prattle as he pulled off his shoes 
and stockings, with a silent but earnest prayer 
that God would teach her how to lead his way- 
ward young heart to the Saviour. 

When he was ready for bed, she whispered 
in his ear, ‘ If you will kneel down with me, 
Thorndyke, I will teach you a prayer, and you 
can say it every night before you go to sleep.” 
Then they knelt together, and in a subdued 
tone the child repeated after her the words that 
so many infant voices have lisped: 

“Now I lay me down to sleep, 

I pray the Lord my soul to keep; 
If I should die before I wake, 

I pray the Lord my soul to take.”’ 


‘*Now good night, little boy,’’ she said, as 
he hopped into his low bed. ‘ Here is a kiss 
for you.” 

He threw his arms around her neck and 
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hugged her tight, kissing her in return, and 
said, eagerly: 

*T do love you, Miss Elfie! 
thing you want me to.” 

‘It is something to have the love of a child,”’ 
said Elfrida to herself, as she went slowly back 
to her room, ‘I will take care that I do not 
lose it.’ 

Again she took her seat in front of the grate, 
and looked thoughtfully into the glowing fire. 
But her heart was far lighter than before. 

“There is work for me to do here,” she 
murmured, as she turned the pages of her 
Bible. ‘‘ Miss Semira told me that I must be 
always looking for opportunities, and never 
lay down my armor. Iam afraid I have laid 
it down this week, but I will try to put it on 
again, and be a more faithful soldier of the 
cross.”’ 


I'll do any 
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LESSON No. 14. 
(For Sunday, April 3, 1870.) 
TEXT: JoHN 2: 1-12. 


SUBJECT: The First Miracle of Jesus. 








MOTTO: This Beginning of Miracles did Jesus 
in Cana of Galilee, and manifested forth His 
glory ; and His disciples believed on Him. 


PRAYER.—O Eternal and Ever-Blessed Jesus, 
who-didst please to enter upon the stage 
of the world with a miracle of mercy, be 
pleased to visit my soul with Thy miraculous 
grace. Turn my sins into virtuous habits, the 
weaknesses of humanity into communications of 
the Divine nature, the water of daily duty into the 
wine of continual joy. And as Thou keepest the 
best until the last, grant that I may grow from 
grace to grace, until Thy gifts be turned to reward, 
and Thy graces to participation of Thy glory! Amen. 


ESUS had gone from Nazareth 'to the Jordan 

where John was baptizing. He had been bap- 
tized: had received the Divine attestation of His 
nature and mission: had returned victorious from 
His conflict with the devilto the place where John 
was baptizing: had drawn His first followers (five 
at least) from the numbers who had professed to 
be waiting for the manifestation of the Messiah; 
and with them had again reached His lowly Naza- 
rene home. What{wonders tHe must have had to 
tell His mother of His experiences at the Jordan 
and in the wilderness! How plain must now have 
seemed to her the heretofore obscure wonders of 
His birth! How she must have rejoiced as she 
heard Him assert His Divinity and Messiahship, 
and as she saw Him acknowledged as such by the 
five earnest, spiritual-minded men who had cast 
in their lot with Him,—the first fruits of a harvest 
eventually to fill the world! But their communi- 
cations are interrupted by a messenger, who in- 
vites them all toa wedding-party! And the invi- 
tation is accepted! The very first official act of 
Jesus, after men began to believe in Him as the 
Messiah, is to take them with Him to a wedding- 
party! And they:travelled miles to get there! 
Christianity is a social, joyous thing. It is for 
every-day life. The Son of Man came eating and 
drinking to teach us just this. It was afterward 
made a ground of accusation against Him, by 
those who thought true religion incompatible with 
festive joy. Weall have a tendency to’such Pha- 
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riseeism,—a tendency to separate religion from 
daily work and daily pleasure, and make it a thing 
of long-facedness and gloomy, and set occasions. 
How the difference must have struck the five dis- 
ciples of John, the austere and abstemious preacher! 
And how surprised they must have been that His 
first miracle should have been wrought to help on 
such a festive scene! 

This is the chiefimport of this Lesson, and the 
teacher should make the most of it. 


I. WHERE ? 


Therearetwo Canas. Oneis four-and-a-half miles 
north-east of Nazareth, and the other nine miles 
north. Dr. Robinson discovered the last, and his 
opinion has been generally accepted since 1832. 
But the English exploration of 1869 argues strongly 
for the other, traditional site. 


II. WHEN? 


The third day after the conversation with Natha- 
nael, and about two months since Jesus had left 
home to go to be baptized. 


III. WHO? 

1. Jesus. 

2. His disciples, viz.: Andrew, Philip, Peter, Na- 
thanael and John (whowrites this chapter and the 
preceding one as if he were keeping a diary.) 

8. His mother; who appears to have been a per- 
son of influence and authority in this family. 

4. The Bridegroom and family; probably rela- 
tives of Mary, who were glad to have her assume 
some advice and direction, and who felt themselves 
honored by the presence of her distinguished Son 
and His pupils. They were poor, or they would 
not have fallen short of wine, even if there had 
been no time to provide for the half-dozen guests 
just returned from the Jordan. 

{It is not improbable that there may have been 
some talk between Jesus and His mother about 
the propriety of adding so many to the number of 
the guests so suddenly; and He seems to have as- 
sured her that if any difficulty seemed likely to 
occur, He would provide for it. Thirty years’ ob- 
servation of His wisdom and prudence would lead 
her to leave the matter entirely to Him, even if He 
did not tell her that He should work a miracle for 
the purpose, Her remark in verse 3, obviously al- 
ludes to some previous conversation of this kind.] 

5. The Governor of the Feast. Itis necessary 
to have some sort of Director to every public as- 
sembly to prevent confusion. At marriage and 
other feasts among us some one usually presides 
and gives direction to the festivities. Good advice 
for such occasions may be found in the apocryphal 
book of Ecclesiasticus 32: 1-13. This officer, “among 
the Greeks and Romans, was usually a friend of 
the host, especially chosen by lot for the purpose 
of keeping order and of selecting the wines,” 

6. The other guests. 


IV. WHAT? 

1. A Wedding-Feast. They kept it up frequently 
for seven or even fourteendays. Allusions to such 
feasts may be found in Gen. 29: 22; Judges 14: 12; 
Matt. 22: 1-10; Luke 14: 8; and must be well studied 
by the teacher who desires to teach this interesting 
Lesson well. 

2. They wanted—not desired—but were out of— 
wine; and Mary informed her Son of the fact, with 
the evident intention that He should supply the 
need. (See above, in IIL, 4.) 

8. His reply. v. 4. 

Woman. This implies neither severity nor dis- 
respect. It was usual. (See John 19: 26, and comp. 
Matt. 15: 28; John 20: 15.) 

What have I to do with thee? Literally, 
What to Me and to thee? i. e., What is there in com- 
mon betwen us. 

These are the very words used to our Lord by the 
demons, Mark 1:24, See, also, Josh, 22: 24; Judges 11: 
2; 2d Sam. 16: 10; 19: 22; Ist Kings 17: 18; 2d Kings 
3:13. ‘*They are a reminder that Christ could now 
no longer be governed by mere human relation- 
ships; and Mary needed the proof, because, as 
Chrysostom says, “She counted that, after the 
manner of other mothers, she might command 
Him whom she should reverence as her Lord.” 
“We cannot doubt that Jesus designed these 
words as a lasting testimony against those who, in 
later days, should regard her as having an influ- 
ence on the dispensing of His gifts—precisely the 





very thing which He here says she can have no- 
thing to do with.” 

Mine hour is not yet come. “Nothing ig 
more remarkable in our Lord’s life than the unde- 
viating purpose manifested in it, combined with a 
Divine Patience and self-restraint in doing no- 
thing before the time.” Mary evidently (v. 5) un- 
derstood that her mistake was in hurrying Him, 
though her fault was in meddling at all with His 
official work. (Comp. 2d Cor. 5: 16.) 

4, He made the water wine.—John 4: 46, 
They were “water-pots,’ designed for customary 
washing. (See Mark7: 2,3; Luke 11: 39.) They 
probably held about twenty gallons each. As put 
in, it was water. When they began to draw out, it 
was wine! Here was a miracle—a direct act of God 
—an occurrence superior to what we call “ the laws 
of nature.”’ 

What Christ did thus directly and suddenly, by 
an immediate exercise of Almighty Power, He is 
doing indirectly and mediately all the while, 
“By Him all things consist.” 


[A beautiful illustration is in several reading 
books, of the Persian sage who planted a seed and 
caused a tree to grow and bud and blossom and 
bear fruit in an hour, and then showed his auditor 
how this is doing all the while in nature, only not 
so rapidly.] 


Vv. Wuy? 


By this miracle Jesus manifested forth, i. ¢., 
showed Wis glory, the glory of the Word made 
flesh. (See chapter 1: 14.) 

1. He did it to increase the faith of His followers, 
By it they obtained new insight into His power, as 
often afterward, under similar circumstances, 
They did not yet, nor do we yet, know all that this 
implies. But their knowledge and faith grows, as 
ours does, and shall, forevermore. 

2. To show His high estimation of marriage. He 
well knew that a time would come when some of 
His professed people would regard it as less pure 
than a state of celibacy; when others who profess- 
ed to hate this error should nevertheless practically 
undervalue marriage; and He would make His 
very first miracle a standing protest against such 
sins, occurring as they do in the most opposite 
quarters. 

8. To show from the beginning the joyousness 
and cheerfulness of Christianity. (See above.) “He 
made people happier—did not frown on their plea- 
sure—joined in it (comp. Rom. 12: 15)}—worked 4 
miracle to increase it.” 


VI. APPLICATION, 


{In the application, the teacher cannot refer too 
familiarly, or in too great detail, to the daily lives 
of the scholars, to show how Christ can be with 
them everywhere, and how His being with them 
will make them happier. The way of doing this 
will vary with the ages and circumstances of the 
scholars: thus, in the first paragraph of the applica- 
tion below, while ‘‘home” and ‘streets’? apply to 
all, the other places named do not. The following 
illustrates what is meant by Christ turning our 
“water” into “wine:’—An ordinary school-boy 
sets about a long-division sum in a spirit of discon- 
tent at having such a task, and throws it aside 
when done with a gasp of relief. At the best, it is 
“something that has got to be done,” and the 
sooner it is done the better. But the Ciristian boy 
goes to it with a light heart, seesin it something 
his Father has given him to do, feels it is for the 
time “his Father’s business,’ and takes a plea- 
sure init. Few boys feel this, it is true, but how 
happy those who do!] 


““Do WE WISH TO BE MADE HAPPIER? We can be 
—how? By having Christ with us. 

“Where will He be with us? Not only in chureh— 
in the home, school, playground, streets, work- 
shop, kitchen; at work-time, school-time, play- 
time, meal-time. Not only when we are praying— 
even when laughing; in company as well as when 
alone. 

“Will His being with us make us happier? Are you 
afraid of it making us gloomy? Did it at Cana? 
Did Jesus stop the pleasure there? But one thing 
He must stop if He comes—sin (see John 17: 15; 1st 
Cor. 7: 31; Jas. 1: 27). No wonder those who are happy 
in sindo not want Him. Are you happy insin? Dose 
sin really make pleasant things more pleasant? 
Just the other way (e. g., how many ‘days of plea- 
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gure’ are spoilt, beeause one is selfish and another 
irritable)! 

“ How will His being with us make us happier? 
Bxactly in the same way as at Cana— 

“(a) He will turn our ‘ water’ into ‘wine’—our 
common things into rich blessings—our ‘trivial 
round and common task’ into ‘a road to bring us 
daily nearer God. Even troubles, &c.; see Neh, 13: 
2; Ps. 30: 11; Isa. 61: 3; Rom. 5: 3. 

“(b) He will give what He gives without stint— 
‘exceeding abundantly above all that we can ask 
or think,’ Eph. 3: 20; Phil. 4: 19. 

“(c) He will give His best things—His ‘good wine’ 
~at the last. fSee Treasury of Illustrations, on 
verse 11.) See Luke 18: 30; 1st John 8: 2; Ist Cor. 
2:9; Ps. 31: 19. First the cross, then the crown. 
‘Notas the world giveth, give I unio yow’ (John 14: 
$7).”’ 


THE INFANT-CLASS. 


“The Valley of Blessing.” 
—Page 20, Songs of Gladness. 


Repeat Psalm 104: 13-15, 24, 27, 28. “God, who 
giveth us richly all things to enjoy.” Ist Tim. 6: 17, 
God gives us the goods of this earth to enjoy, not to 
abuse. 

PRAYER.—O God,—we thank Thee—for all Thy 
gifts unto us. We thank Thee for our warm homes 
—for our kind friends—and for our joy and gladness. 
We thank Thee—that Thou who hearest the young 
ravens when they cry—also carest for us. Give us 
hearts to love Thee—that we may be forever grate- 
ful—for all Thy goodness—We ask it in Curist’s 
name. Amen. 


Sing— 


Sing— “ Jesus loves me, this I know.” 


Questions and Explanations.—Who can tell me 
what our last Lesson was about? Can you repeat 
the motto, ‘‘Behold the Lamb of God, that taketh 
away thesin of the world?” Whowas the Lamb 
of God? Yes; Jesus. And who was it that said 
thisof Him? Yes,it was John. Wehave hearda 
great deal about John, but after this we shall hear 
more about Jesus than about John, Do you know 
why? I will not tell you why to-day, but in a few 
Sabbaths I will tell you. 

Repeat John 2: 1, 2. Where was Jesus? At a 
marriage. Was He invited? Yes. Jesus goes to 
no place without an invitation, but when He is 
asked to come, He never refuses. ‘They that 
would have Christ with them at their marriage, 
must invite Him; prayer is the messenger that 
must be sent to heaven for Him, and He will 
come.” Jesus enters into all our joys, as well as 
all our sorrows. He wants us to be happy—joyful. 
Those who would teach you that religion is a 
gloomy thing—something that will make you sad, 
and cause you to wear a long face, teach you 
wrongly. Jesus does indeed feel sorry with us in 
our trouble—for we all must have trouble—but His 
miracle honoring the marriage feast with His pre- 
sence, was performed before that of raising the wi- 
dow’s son. Repeat motto, John 2:11. What is a 
miracle? Is it to do things that we are used to see 
being done; something that any onecan do? Or 
is it to do something that men cannot do; that no 
one but God can do? (Relate, in simple terms, 
John 2: 3-11.)4They had no more wine, and wanted 
some. What did Jesus do? Turned the water into 
wine. Whoof you have eaten grapes? Are they 
not very delicious? Oh, yes, almost every one is 
fond of grapes. And in the winter season, when 
they are scarce, a high price is paid for them, so 
that sick people may have them to eat. And how 
refreshing they are to the parched lips of the poor 
invalid. And there is no harm in eating them. 
God gives them to us toenjoy. How bountifully 
He gave them to His chosen people when they en- 
tered the promised land! And what was the wine 
used at the marriage in Cana of Galilee? The pure 
juice of the grapes, pressed out. Gen. 40:11. But 
what is most ofthe wine drunk now? Maddening 
poison. Are we to have anything to do with it? 
Prov. 20: 1; 23: 31, 32. Weare only to take it when 
physicians prescribe it, the same as they prescribe 
all medicines, for all medicines are poisons when 
too much is taken. 


Suggestions.—God’s sympathy with people in } 


their ordinary daily duties—their joys and their 





sorrows. Religion a part of our everyday life, not 
athing for Sundays and set hours morning and 
night. He desires that we enjoy ourselves; religion 
not a gloomy thing; far from a matter of austerity, 
John Baptist went to the wilderness, but Christ 
came into the world.—Matt. 11: 18, 19. Christ chose 
to honor marriage by making it the subject of His 
first miracle. The wine drank was a totally dif- 
ferent thing from what we drink.—Mark 14: 25, 
The manner of making it.—Gen. 40: 10, 1l. 


TREASURY OF ILLUSTRATIONS. 


79. Christ at the Feast.—v.2. It was the custom 
of a certain good man always to have a vacant 
chair at his table for the Lord Jesus. Whenever a 
poor or suffering believer could be brought in, he 
was placed in it, and made welcome to all the 
bounties of the house. If we could always have a 
vacant chair at our feasts, in which we might sup- 
pose the Master seated, it would serve as a great 
check to anything unseemly in His disciples. He 
is always present, though unseen, and all luxury, 
or excess, cannot fail to call down His displeasure, 


80. v.3.—We may go to Jesus with our temporal 
as well as our spiritual wants. If wearein need of 
food, let us ask Him for it. Especially may we 
claim His aid, when we are hospitably entertain- 
ing His disciples for the Lord'ssake. Our wants 
will not be long unsupplied. 


“There was a man, and some did count him mad, 
The more he cast away the more he had.” 


81. v.10.—The world givesits “best wine” first. 
Bunyan has an illustration of this in the two chil- 
dren, Passion and Patience. The latter sat quietly in 
his chair, willing to wait for his good things till 
the Master’s time. The other was restless and dis- 
contented. ‘‘Then I saw that one came to Passion 
and brought him a bag of treasure, and poured it 
down at his feet, the which he took up and rejoiced 
therein, and withal laughed Patience to scorn. 
But I beheld but awhile, and he had lavish- 
ed all away, and had nothing left him but rags.” 
By his waiting, Patience received durable riches. 


82. “This beginning of miracles.”? The Greek 
word usually employed by St. John for a miracle, 
is different from that found in the other Gospels, 
and means a sign, rather than a mere wonder. In 
this case, the word is very appropriate, for the mi- 
racle was most significant of the general character 
of our Lord’s mission, as (1) sanctifying every aet 
of our common life, (2) turning the water of cere- 
monial austerity into the wine of Gospel joy, 
(3) giving the best gifts last. 


83. The following striking passage is from Jeremy 
Taylor’s Life of Christ:—“ Every sin smiles in the 
first address, and carries light in the face and ho- 
ney in the lip; but when we have ‘well drunk,’ 
then comes ‘that which is worse,’ a whip with six 
strings, fears and terrors of conscience, and shame 
and displeasure, and a caitiff disposition, and diffi- 
dence in the day of death. But when, after the 
manner of purifying of the Christians, we fill our 
water-pots with water, watering our couch with 
our tears..... then Christ turns our water into 
wine, first the waters of sorrow, then the wine of 
the chalice ..... Jesus keeps the best wine to the 
last, not only because of the direct reservation of 
the highest joystill the nearer approaches of glory, 
but also because our relishes are higher aftera 
long fruition than at the first essays, such being 
the nature of grace, that it increases in relish as it 
does in fruition.” 


84. Ithas often been noticed that the first miracles 
of Moses and Christ respectively typified the cha- 
racter of their revelations—Moses turned water 
into blood, Christ turned water into wine. 


o<—-~> 


Bre Poxire.—Sunday-school teachers 
should always be polite to their pupils. 
Nobody appreciates a little attention so 
much as a ehild, and with no one will a 
little go so far. Children have claims 
upon us all the more sacred if they are 
friendless and neglected. They have rights 
which older people are bound to respect. 








Correspondence. 


BROOKLYN, March 17, 1870, 


EAR TIMES :—Our last monthly meeting 
was held Monday evening, March 14th, 
at the First Reformed church. The President, 
James McGee, was in the chair. Rev. Alfred 
Taylor, late of Philadelphia, made an address 
upon “The Unprepared Teacher.” He stated 
that he had not come to condemn the unpre- 
pared teacher, for, in his opinion he was an 
object of pity and commiseration. Some 
teachers come unprepared, because they have 
no friend to point out to them their duties. 
Others come unprepared because of their ina- 
bility. These should receive none but words 
of sympathy and kindness. To those who come 
unprepared from mere laziness, God help 
them; they are objectsof solicitude. Their hour 
inschool is oneof turture. What we want to do 
is to make the Sunday-school pleasant to the 
teachers. We want to educate them and make 
the task pleasant, so that they shall look to it 
with pleasure instead of with fear. He also ex- 
plained the results which followed from a 
teacher’s unpreparedness—its effects upon 
children and parents. 

Andrew A. Smith next addressed the meet- 
ing. Subject, “ Opportunity.’’ He gained the 
close attention of the audience in an address 
of 20 minutes, pointing out the fittest time 
when teachers might do the most and best 
good. 

Our attendance was not what it ought to be. 
Many of our churches take that evening to 
hold a young people’s prayer-meeting, which 
draws away many of our teachers. 

Our Board of Managers have made and are 
making great efforts to infuse life and energy 
into the general Sunday-school work of this 
city. A sociable of superintendents was held 
some weeks ago, when a pleasant collation was 
furnished by the gentlemen of the Board, at 
their ownexpense. Programmes of exercises 
for the monthly meetings of the Union, 
have been printed that all might have the 
hymns to sing, but the evenings have been so 
stormy that a large attendance has been pre- 
vented. It has been decided to hold the 
monthly meetings regularly in a central lo- 
cality ; and the Reformed Church, in the rear 
of the City Hall, has been placed kindly at the 
disposal of the Board, Now, arrangements 
are almost completed for 


THE INSTIPUTE, 


which is to be held at the Elm Place church on 
the evenings of Monday, Tuesday, Wednes-, 
day and Thursday, the 28th, 29th, 30th and 
31st instant. Much care has been taken and 
much labor expended to make this Institute a 
grand success. It was determined to bring 
out the lay ability of the city, and let the 
clergymen be the hearers for once in their 
busy lives. So only one or two ministers will 
take part in the exercises. The division of 
topics is good, and it is expected that this In- 
stitute will, under the guidance of Mr. Eggle- 
ston, the noted Sunday-school man of Chicago, 
be most interesting and instructive. 
Itis intended to make 
THE SPRING CELEBRATION 


unusually attractive and successful. At the 
last meeting of the Board a committee was ap- 
pointed to select marshals, and confer with 
them concerning the disposition of the schools 
in the various churches. The celebration wil 
be very imposing and attractive. J. R. M. 
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THE Lesson to be taught April 10th, 
may be found in John 2: 13-25. Subject: 
Jesus Assumes His Authority. 


re oo 


WE have received $1 for Chloe Lankton, 
from G. D. W. B., Germantown, Philad’a. 


ee 


THE WORK IN PENNSYLVANIA.—The 
Secretary of the Pennsylvania State Sun- 
day-School Association, Lewis D. Vail, 
Esq., asks the co-operation of all county 
secretaries throughout the State. He de- 
sires toenter into correspondence with each 
eounty, either through its regularly ap- 
pointed secretary, or in case the county has 
no organization, with any live Sunday- 
school man initslimits. He wishes all the 
statistics and information that ean be fur- 
nished concerning the work in the coun- 
ties. Correspondence will receive immedi- 
ate and thankful attention. Mr. Vail is in 
earnest, and begs for prompt responses, 
Blanks will be furnished to those who cor- 
respond with him. Since he has nobly 
volunteered to undertake the secretary- 
ship, until the meeting of the State Conven- 
tion in June, it is hoped that his brethren 
in all the counties will cheerfully and 
promptly come up to their privileges and du- 
ties in the State work. Address Lewis D. 
Vail, Esq., 703 Sansom street, Philadelphia. 


me 


Classification. 


MONG the duties of the superintendent, 
one of leading importance is that of 
assigning each scholar to a proper class. It 
needs no argument to show that the effici- 
ency of the school, in every respect, de- 
pends largely upon a judicious classification 
of the scholars. The fact that the institu- 
tion is a voluntary organization, and that 
nine-tenths of the scholars come or not, 
just as they please, makes this a more vital 
point in the Sunday-school than it is even 
‘in the week-day school. The scholar must 
be suited, yet very often he wants what is 
entirely unsuitable. How shall this diffi- 
culty be met? What are the points at 
which the superintendent should aim, and 
what should he avoid, in assigning a scho- 
lar to aclass? and how far should he at- 
tempt to enforce his own views when they 
do not coincide with those of the scholar? 

The points to be considered in classifica- 
tion are age, size, social condition, intellec- 
tual progress, and individual peculiarities. 
Let us say a few words in regard to each of 
these. 

1. Age.—The superintendent would, of 
course, be unwise who should be governed 
by age alone in making up his classes; 
who should put all his nine-year olds into 
one fold, all his ten-year olds into another, 
and soon. Yet there is an extreme at the 
other end which needs equally to be avoid- 





ed. Very often adults come into our Sun- 
day-schools, grown up men and women, 
who can scarcely read, if even they can 
read at all, who are not more ad- 
vanced in their studies than are the classes 
just above the infant-school. Surely it 
would not be wise to put such adults in 
with children eight or ten years old. The 
arrangement would be uncomfortable and 
unprofitable all round. Some regard must 
be had to the age of the scholar, in assign- 
ing him a place in the school. Other 
things being equal, scholars get along 
better together who are of nearly equal age. 
Some concessions, therefore, must be made 
on this point. If a scholar is not quite 
equal in attainments to the class in which 
you put him, it is yet worthy of considera- 
tion whether, on the whole, he will not do 
better there than he would among scholars 
much younger than himself. In a large 
school, also, it often happens that there are 
adults enough to form several classes, and 
in such a ease the superintendent may have 
the means of forming an adult class, all of 
whom are deficient in book knowledge. 
Such opportunities should be eagerly em- 
braced. The institution is never doinga 
more legitimate or a more hopeful work 
than when it numbers in its ranks entire 
classes of adults who can barely read, or 
even who cannot read at all. 

2. Size.—Some superintendents willsmile 
and shake their heads when size is men- 
tioned among the things to be considered 
in making a classification. Yet it is a point 
which cannot be disregarded entirely. It 
has to be put very much on the same foot- 
ing as age. A great, overgrown bumpkin 
often does not know enough to keep up 
with the scholars of his own size, and yet he 
feels extremely uncomfortable if put among 
the little fellows whoare his equalsin know- 
ledge, and this feeling of discomfort and 
mortification, if not watched, will drive 
him from the school. If the superintendent 
has several scholars of the sort now de- 
scribed, he can form a class of them, and 
thus dispose of the difficulty. When, how- 
ever, this is impracticable, the best way is 
to take a medium course. Put the scho- 
lar in a class about half way between that 
suggested by his size and that suggested 
by his attainments. Though he will not 
profit there as much as he would in a class 
lower down, yet he may gain something, 
and the arrangement may be the means of 
preventing hisleavingschcolaltogether. If 
indeed such an overgrown scholar is entirely 
willing to goamong the little fellows, the 
superintendent will of course so place him. 
It is best for the superintendent in such 
cases to be entirely candid. Say to the 
youth frankly, You could get along better 
in this class (pointing it out), and I would 
advise you for your own good to enter it. 
But perhaps you may feel uncomfortable 
among scholars so mueh smaller than your- 
self. I can, if you greatly desire it, 
put you into such a class (pointing to 
one consisting of scholars rather larger), 
but you will find it a good deal more diffi- 
cult to keep up with them in their lessons, 
and perhaps not be as pleasantly situated 





——== 
as you would be among the smaller scho- 
lars. I will leave it to yourself to decide, 

Not unfrequently when the matter is pre. 
sented in this way, the scholar will acqui- 
esce in your views; and when he does not, 
he is, sure to be pleased with the evident 
consideration with which you have treated 
him. 

8. Social Condition.—The superintendent 
here is treading upon dangerous ground, 
and many well meaning people cry out 
against all attempts in the Sunday-school 
to recognize in any way the condition of 
the scholar outside of the school. Here, if 
anywhere, it is said, rich and poor should 
meet together, and any classification based 
upon social condition is unchristian and 
wicked. With due deference we would 
say, this kind of talk is mere idle clamor, 
The superintendent should not be frighten- 
ed by shadows, no matter by whom con- 
juredup. Ifthe school is small, as in most 
country schools, intellectual attainments 
must be almost the only thing to be taken 
into account in making up aclass. Butin 
a large city school, there may be forty or 
fifty, or perhaps a hundred scholars about 
equal as to attainments, age, and size. 
Surely, in grouping such a number into 
classes, the superintendent would be un- 
wise who should not consider whether 
there were nototherelementsin the problem, 
which would naturally draw some together 
and drive others apart. Itis not a question 
of whether some are better than others, or 
more worthy of consideration. In this re- 
spect, they are all equal before the eyes of 
thesuperintendent. The question is, what 
grouping of the scholars will most conduce 
to harmony, efficiency, and comfort, all 
round? Which arrangement will produce 
least constraint and embarrassment? The 
child of the poor washerwoman who lives 
in some obscure court or alley, is just as 
precious in thesight of the Master as the 
child of wealth, who lives on Fifth Avenue. 
But the poor child has not the same oppor- 
tunities of books and leisure as the other. 
The temptations of the one are different 
from those of theother. The entire current 
of their ideas is different. They do not feel 
at home with each other. The children of 
the poor particularly feel disobliged by 
being compelled to go into a class with 
children with whom they do not mix 
out of school, and not unfrequently this 
unnatural mode of classification drives 
away the poorer class of children from the 
school. We cannot doubt, therefore, that, 
other things being equal, and the number 
of scholars being sufficiently large to admit 
of it, some regard should be paid to the 
social condition of the scholars in assigning 
them to classes. Those scholars go best 
togetherin school who go most together out 
of school. 

4. Intellectual Progress.—It is not ne- 
cessary to argue the importance of this 
point. All superintendents and teachers 
agree in this. Scholars do best together in 
Bible study who are about on a par with 
each other in their other studies. The 
superintendent, therefore, on receiving a 
scholar, and canvassing the question as to 














VIIM 








THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES. 


201 














which class to assign him, should always 
take into account the progress which the 
scholar has already made in other studies, 
go as to put him, as nearly as may be, with 
his equals in this respect. The error of 
some superintendents is that they consider 
this point only, and make no allowance 
for the others which have been named. 

5. Individual Peculiarities.—Some scho- 
lars have peculiarities of temper, or of man- 
ners, or of mental action, which require 
peculiar treatment, and these peculiarities 
have to be considered in determining their 
classification. Some scholars are full 
of life, with a natural buoyancy of disposi- 
tion and a tendency to fun. They bubble 
over on the least occasion. If two or three 
such happen to be in the same class, they, 
without any bad intention, “upset all order 
and study. The superintendent therefore 
may find it wise to separate them. So with 
other peculiarities. They cannot indeed 
have a controling influence in the general 
arrangements of the school. But neither 
can they be entirely ignored by one who 
wants to get along comfortably. 

The work of classification is to be per- 
formed chiefly in the act of admitting new 
scholars. Occasionally the superintendent 
may exercise his prerogative in this respect 
by transferring pupils from the class in 
which they now are to other classes for 
which they are better fitted. But this al- 
mostalways produces friction, and it should 
be done, when done at all, with extreme 
caution, and after full consultation with 
the teachers concerned. But when a new 
scholar is introduced into the school, whe- 
ther brought in by a teacher or by ascholar, 
or coming of his own accord, the invariable 
and inexorable rule should be that the scho- 
lar should be brought first of all to the su- 
perintendent, before being taken to any 
class. Ifteachersorscholars bring in anew 
recruit, let them exercise entire freedom in 
expressing to the superintendent what they 
know in regard to the condition and cha- 
racter of the newscholar, and in expressing 
also their views in regard to the class to 
which he should be assigned. But at the 
same time let it be understood that in this 
matter the superintendent must be su- 
preme. 

The superintendent should have a bench 
or form, in some convenient part of the 
room, for the reception of new scholars. 
To this seat all new comers should be con- 
ducted, and there they should remain until 
the superintendent is at leisure to dispose 
of them. He should, on receiving new 
scholars, inquire of them with much par- 
ticularity their name, age, residence (street 
and number), and all the other items of in- 
formation needed in guiding him in the 
classification, and these items should be 
entered by him ina book. Some superin- 
tendents, particularly where the school is 
large, leave it to the secretary to make these 
inquiries. But the little conversation with 
achild needed for eliciting these particu- 
lars gives the superintendent the opportu- 
nity of forming some opinion in regard to 
him. Itis a kind of informal examination 
which cannot well be done by proxy. The 





superintendent needs for his guidance just 
the information and the impression which 
this personal interview gives. Let the 
secretary transfer to his permanent record 
these items, so far as needed, from the su- 
perintendent’s note book. But let the ori- 
ginal inquiries and notices be made in all 
cases by the superintendent himself. It is 
an important and intransferrable part of his 
personal duties. 


err 


Pointed Teaching. 


R. STEVENSON, in his deeply inte- 
resting volume, ‘‘ Praying and Work- 
ing,’’ gives a striking account of the labors 
of Immanuel Wichern in the Rough House, 
near Hamburgh—a sort of ragged school or 
reformatory—and observes that Scripture 
history was there expounded with such ad- 
mirable pointedness as to extort from one 
and another scholar the exclamation, 
‘‘That’s me!’ as some Old Testament nar- 
rative was simply explained, and its bear- 
ings unfolded to the once degraded chil- 
dren. We must bring down our theology 
to the common everyday duties, difficul- 
ties, and dangers of the scholars ere we can 
hope to see religion exemplified in their 
everyday life. There is a lamentable defi- 
ciency in our teaching in the matter of 
Christian ethics, and the result is but too 
visible in the business and private life of 
too many who bear the Christian name. 
Much may also be accomplished in the 
way of pointedness by occasional and judi- 
cious questioning. I mean that kind of in- 
terrogation which demands no verbal an- 
swer, but leads the hearer to search the 
depths of his own heart forareply. Such 
suggestive inquiries abound in Holy Writ, 
and have been made blessings to thousands. 
E. g., ‘‘ What shall it profit a man?” ete.; 
‘“How shall we escape?’ ete.; ‘‘If the 
righteous scarcely be saved,’’ ete.; ‘* Shall 
not the Judge of all the earth,” ete. A ju- 
dicious teacher might in like manner ad- 
dress his class in the following interroga- 
tives: ‘‘Do you say, I will be religious 
when I grow old? What! delay to serve 
God until your best and brightest days are 
gone? So then, after receiving so many 
blessings from above, you are willing to 
spend the most precious part of life in the 
service of sin and self, and then you will 
offer your years of weakness and useless- 
ness to God? What folly! what ingrati- 
tude! and what madness too! Do you 
think that the King of kings will conde- 
scend to accept such an offering as that ?”’ 
—‘Our Work” by W. H. Groser. 


a 2 


LECTURING vs. QUESTIONING THE 
ScHOLARS.—At a late meeting of Sunday- 
school workers of the Presbyterian church 
in Ireland, which we find reported in The 
Dublin Press, the Rev. J. H. Munro, 
amongst other wise things said: Teachers 
should also cultivate the art of teaching. 
They should cultivate a teaching power, a 
power of communicating their thoughts to 
others. What is the use of a vast charge of 
knowledge in ateacher’s mindif there is no 
pipe to convey it to his pupils! (Applause.) 





A teacher should study the method of 
teaching, and, to perfect himself in it, he 
can not do better than visit a good Model 
school, and watch the system pursued there, 
(Applause.) The method of instruction 
consists of two things—questioning and 
illustrations. These are the two hemi- 
spheres which form the perfect globe of in- 
struction. He believed lecturing and ser- 
monizing teachers were a perfect nuisance. 
(Applause.) He would thrust such a teacher 
out of a school, and let him ‘‘ waste his fra- 
grance on the desert air.’’ (Loud applause.) 
Questioning is needed, because the mind 
never has thoroughly acquired a truth until 
it is able to reproduce it. Questioning ex- 
cites interest, it gains attention, it quickens 
memory, it arouses to effort, and above all, 
it insures reproduction. (Applause) Lec- 
turing is merely dragging the tree of know- 
ledge along the surface of the mind, while 
questioning plants its roots deep down into 
the heart. (Applause.) The good seed cast in- 
to a child’s heart will never die. The reve- 
rend gentleman then gave some instances 
of success in’ Sunday-school teaching, by 
way of encouragement, and resumed his 
seat amid applause. 


ERNE dnd al 


THE CONNECTICUT 


State Sunday-School Convention. 





HE annual session of the Connecticut 
Sunday-School Convention began March 
8th, as was noted last week, in the city of 
New Haven. From an excellent report pub- 
lished in the New Haven Daily Palladium, we 
find the material from which the following 
account of the gathering is prepared. An edi- 
torial in the paper named, refers to the spirit 
and character of the Convention, in very grati- 
fying terms. It says that it was the mostin- 
teresting ever held in the State. From first to 
last the attendance was full, and the addresses, 
discussions, and exercises were listened to 
with the closest attention. The proceedings 
were characterized by a remarkable absence of 
talk for the sakeof talk. The business was 
conducted in a thoroughly practical manner, 
No one could have attended the Convention 
without feeling how thoroughly in earnest are 
all the workers in the Sunday-school cause, 
and with what patient care they are endeavor- 
ing to fit themselves for their important task. 
Especially gratifying was the absence of the 
sectarian spirit. All seemed to remember that 
the Master, whose followers they are endeay- 
oring to be, loved little children, took them to 
his loving arms and said “‘ofsuch is the king- 
dom of heaven.” In presence of this thought 
the voice of sect, often so harsh and clamorous, 
was silent, and all united in earnest effort that 
they might learn how best to follow his exam- 
ple and suffer the little ones to come unto him. 
The Convention was called to order by 
George Langdon, of Plymouth. The Hon. 
George M. Woodruff, of Litchfield, was ap- 
pointed temporary President, and William I. 
Fletcher, Secretary. A committee on perma- 
nent organization was named, consisting of 
one from each county. The Rev. H. C. Trum- 
bull, of Hartford, then made an address on the 
ORIGIN AND AUTHORIZATION OF THE SUNDAY- 
SCHOOL, 
On this theme the speaker is peculiarly at 
home. He referred to the divine plan of cul- 
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ture in religious things. The Church is God’s 
great agency for this culture. The Family, 
the School, and the Pulpitare the three instru- 
mentalities. The Family was originally the 
exponent of God’s method of training. But it 
did not long suffice for the culture of all its 
members, older and younger. After the deluge 
a special training was demanded for the chil- 
dren, and this was provided for in the eove- 
nant made with Abraham. This training or- 
dained by God’s appointment was catechetical. 
Abraham instructed, or asit is better trans- 
lated, ‘‘ catechised’”’ his household. The chil- 
dren always received special attention in Jew- 
ish religious gatherings. The Levites were 
set as teachers. On the return from the cap- 
tivity, the Bible school became a recognized 
institution among the Jews, and the account 
of Nehemiah’s Bible school, of which Ezra 
‘was superintendent, is spread in detail before 
us in the sacred word. Our Saviour not only 
approved and commended, but enjoined this 
care of the children in his command, ‘‘ Feed 
my lambs.”’ 

The school, then, is divinely ordained tosecure 
a kind of instruction for the children, which the 
family could not secure. Inall ages catecheti- 
cal instruction, which is by all means the most 
effective instruction, has been recognized by 
the church. Teaching the truth in this 
way has been regarded as a separate and dis- 
tinct duty from proclaiming it. The pulpit 
and theschool have different functions. While 
the school has never been lost sight of asa 
church agency, it has never been lifted to its 
due prominence throughout Christendom. 
Those branches of the church using it most 
freely have made most progress, and have 
best preserved the true faith in allages. The 
Sunday-school is the recognized school of the 
Christian church. As such, itis entitled toa 
place as co-ordinate with the Family and the 
Pulpit in the work of the church under the 
lead of the mlnistry. 

The present system of Sunday-schooi in- 
struction is, therefore, following in the line of 
God’s appointment and approval. It is de- 


wigned to do its work in connection with the 


family and the pulpit. 

The lessons naturally suggested by this 
view, are: Ist, the church should hold itself 
responsible for the instruction given in the 
Sunday-school; 2d, the church should give all 
needed time to the Sunday-school for its ser- 
vice; 3d, the church should meet fully the en- 
tire expenses of the Sunday-school. On the 
latter point Mr. Trumbull thought a separate 
house should be built for the school, and it 
should not be stowed away either in the de- 
basement, or as rubbish in the gallery. The 
laborer was worthy of his hire, and he 
thought the time not far distant when the 
Superintendent would be fully recognized as 
an officer of the church, give his whole time to 
it and receive ample compensation therefor. 
Mr. Trumbull thought that the music of the 
church should not beallowed to cost more than 
the running expenses of the Sunday-school of 
that church. 


THE USE OF ILLUSTRATIONS, 


The Rey. James M. Freeman, of Jersey 
City, N. J., next addressed the Convention on 
the use of illustrations, Teaching by means 
of visible illustrations is one of the most suc- 
cessful methods of reaching children. It is 
rendered necessary by the paucity of their 
vocabulary. Stories were always interesting 
to children, but they often forget them unless 
mpressed by illustrations. Pictures, objects, 





and the blackboard should all be used in 
the Sunday-school. Verbal illustrations should 
be made in simple language; should be appli- 
cable to the case in hand, brief as possible, and 
within the range of juvenile thought and 
knowledge. Teachers should study their illus- 
trations, jotting down each one they come 
across, turning it over in the mind at every 
opportunity. 


SECOND SESSION. 


On Wednesday morning, the permanent or- 
ganization was effected, after a preliminary 
half hour of devotional exercises, by the elec- 
tion of the following officers, namely: 

President—Hon. Henry. P. Haven, of New 
London. 

Vice Presidents—Wm. Storer, of West Hart- 
ford; John G. North, of New Haven; George 
M. Woodruff, of Litchfield; W. H. Potter, of 
New London; P. Button, of Fairfield; J. W. 
Griggs, of Windham ; Rev. 8S. W. Robbins, of 
Middlesex; J. W. Stickney, of Tolland. 

Secretaries—W. I. Fletcher, of Waterbury; 
T. P. Merwin, of New Haven; Stanley P. 
Warren, of Bridgeport. 

Mr. Haven made appropriate remarks on 
taking the chair. He thought there was no 
more self-denying band than the teachers in 
the Protestant churches. He had seen somec- 
thing of the work of the Sisters of Mercy of 
the Roman Catholic church, and it was always 
self-sacrificing, often reaching Protestants as 
well as Catholics. When a Catholic points to 
the Sisters of Mercy, we can point to our Sun- 
day-school teachers, who are willing to labor 
in an humble sphere for the sake of promo- 
ting the Master’s kingdom. 


COUNTY AND STATE REPORTS. 


Reports from county secretaries were now 
presented. New Haven county shows 148 
schools, 65 reporting. Teachers 1668, scholars 
11,411. Conversions 118, and considerable re- 
ligious interest in some of the schools. Mid- 
dlesex county reported from 31 schools, three- 
fifths of the whole number, showing 584 
teachers and officers, and 4089 scholars. Tol- 
land, Windham, and New London counties, 
reported the general condition of the work in 
them. For the general State work, George 
Langdon, of Plymouth, of the State Central 
Committee, said that their plan during the past 
year had been to hold distriet conventions of a 
few adjoining towns, to bring teachers together. 
The experiment had been more satisfactory 
than county conventions. The tendency of 
superintendents was to fall into acertain rut, 
which only contact with other teachers can get 
them out. They had not been very successful 
in gathering these conventions, but had held 
one in New Haven, four in Tolland, and one 
in Litchfield counties. They had the help of 
the State Missionary, Rev. Mr. Trumbull, who 
had done great service. We must either find 
county secretaries who can and will do the 
work, or select a few men upon whom the 
whole work will devolve. Mr. Langdon told 
how the conventions were held, and said that 
if they could be carried on, the cause would be 
greatly advanced. There is interest enough, 
but it wants to be drawn together. 

Several speakers next expressed their views 
on the general work, and particularly on the 
Convention system, and Mr, Storer, of West 
Hartford, related how conventions were man- 
aged in his locality. They had had a local 
organization for twenty years, of twelve 
schools, which holds an annual meeting in 
September. In the last twenty years there had 





not been a failure, full statistics were collected, 
and they were able to overcome the habit of 
moving in the same old rut. It had wrought 
a remarkable change in the sentiments of the 
teachers. In his school there was a class of 
ladies over seventy years old, with others of 
all ages, while they had one teacher over eighty 
years old. 


NORMAL CLASSES. 


The Rey. J. H. Vincent, of New York, 
thought that a better class of teachers was 
needed, because of the high standard of our 
public schools and the necessity of brain work. 
Thoroughness and aptness were necessary, 
and in the normal class only could these be at- 
tained. Large classes and a higher standard 
for teachers, was better than small classes and 
many poor teachers. Mr. Vincent gave his 
views of the best method of organizing and 
keeping up normal classes. Practice was 
what was most needed. He urged the duty of 
pastors to organize these classes, and the ne- 
cessity of retaining the older scholars in the 
schools, which could only be done by keeping 
their interest constantly alive. 

John. G. North and Mr. Woodruff, resigned 
their positions as Vice Présidents in favor of 
John F, Searles, Jr., and Rev. H. Simonson 
respectively. 

THIRD SESSION. 

Wednesday afternoon, after the half hour 
prayer-meeting, and further hearing from the 
counties, was occupied first by the Rev. W. 
L. Gage, of Hartford, on the subject of 


SACRED GEOGRAPHY. 


He is well informed in this special depart- 
ment, having travelled and written much 
upon it. He argued that as the Bible was the 
most beautiful history ever written, it was 
impossible to keep the Old Testament story 
before the mind without studying the geogra- 
phy of the countries mentioned in that book. 
It was almost impossible to make the Bible a 
living and real book without a map spread out 
before us. A great deal of good can be got out 
of Bible geography that is an antidote to the 
reigning infidelity. Most infidel objections 
are based on a lower plane of thought, merely 
physical; and we can best meet them with 
physical answers. Put the Bible and the map 
of Palestine together, and you have a great 
answer to infidelity. If you go through that 
country rude Arabs will guide you over the 
mountains, across the plains and point out the 
very places named inthe Bible. He did not 
pretend that these things would in themselves 
convert a soul, but they were a means of throw- 
ing light on the word of God. When we read the 
Bible with all the light of modern science, we 
then learn how much of light and truth there 
is in it. Mr. Gage exhibited specimen maps 
suitable to be used in the school. One of these 
he has arranged himself,—a small inexpen- 
sive map, made of papier mache, intended to 
show the physical features of Palestine, by 
elevations and depressions of the surface. 


THE MODEL SUPERINTENDENT. 

The Rey. J. H. Vincent then made an ad- 
dress on the qualities necessary to make a good 
superintendent. The first thing was his per- 
sonal character, which should be above re- 
proach. He must have a quick eye to see 
where his personal influence is needed at any 
moment. Heshould have the governing facul- 
ty. Thetrue superintendent governs, secures 
subordination to rightful authority, recog- 
nizes the school asa department of the church, 
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and looks up to the pastor as ez officio the head 
of the school. He governs in the interest of 
the church, through his assistants, the parents 
and teachers; always in kindness and calm- 
ness, respecting the feelings of his teachers 
and scholars, without making a fuss or losing 
his temper. He is a protector of parents 
against the demoralizing influences too preva- 
lent in Sunday-schools; he is a protector of 
the church against the tendency to irreverence 
in our schools; he is the protector of his 
scholars against indolent teachers, of whom 
there are many ; he is a protector of the school 
against talking visitors, men who come round 
to speak their pieces ; and lastly he will protect 
his teachers against librarians, missionary col- 
lectors and all interruptions to study during 
the session or the time for study. Mr. Vin- 
cent had four mottoes for a good superinten- 
dent: Ist, silence; 2d, variety in the work; 
8d, Bible instruction ; 4th, spirituality. Each 
point in the address was illustrated in a very 
simple and effective style. 


A GENERAL DISCUSSION 


was then engaged in on the qualification and 
duties of Sunday-school superintendents, 
President Haven leading. He urged that a 
superintendent should be punctual, open 
school with proper devotion, inspire benevo- 
lence in the school, and hold a weekly teachers’ 
meeting. Mr. Haven was followed by several 
other speakers who generally concurred with 
Mr. Vincent’s views. Mr. Hyde urged be- 
nevolence, and said his school supported a 
female student in a seminary at Beyrout. Mr. 
North thought the children should take part 
in the concerts. There were no better speakers, 
Mr. Button said some years ago his school 
scarcely contributed a dollar ; now they raise 
over four hundred annually for benevolent 
purposes. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS, 

The opening of the question box was next 
in order, and Rev. Alfred Taylor, of New York, 
proceeded to answer the questions submitted. 
On temperance he thought superintendent, 
teachers and all should be total abstainers. 
Some one asked if a Sunday-school teacher 
should use tobacco, whereupon Mr. Taylor 
called upon every Sunday-school teacher who 
used the weed torise. Only one gentleman 
had the courage to rise and acknowledge the 
habit. Other questions, bearing upon Sunday- 
school work, were answered until the adjourn- 
ment. 

FOURTH SESSION. 

The largest attendance yet present, was at 
this evening session. The Rev. J. H. Vincent 
addressed the Convention on 


THE MODEL SUNDAY-SCHOOL. 


He said thatit was first necessary to separate 
a boy from bad influences; next inspire him 
with respect; when that is gained he must 
have new truths, which should be instilled by 
the object method of teaching, and care should 
be taken that every truth he receives is lodged 
deeply in his heart. This was the course taken 
by God in making known his will to the an- 
cient Jews. Mr. Vincent found in the Jowish 
tabernacle a model for the modern Sunday- 
school, The instruction in the tabernacle did 
not interfere with instruction in the tent. 
- God’s school was not alone for children but 
for adults as well. The speaker, by means of 
the blackboard, showed the construction of the 
tabernacle and made his comparisons at each 
step, The altar for the burnt offering in the 





tabernacle should stand for Christ crucified 
in our school; the brazen laver should repre- 
sent the regeneration of the teachers; the 
golden candlesticks should represent the Light 
of Christ, as required by every teacher; the 
table of shew bread should represent the Bread 
of Christ necessary to build up our spiritual 
constitution ; the altar of incense should be 
symbolized by pure worship; the ark of the 
covenant, the mercy seat and the cherubim 
should represent the divine presence in the 
school. We want more spiritual power in our 
schools ; supernatural light is needed to make 
them a power. Mr. Vincent spoke of the 
benefit derived from this coming together of 
all denominations. He exhorted them to 
work, trusting in Christ for their reward. 


WORK IN THE STATE, 


George Langdon, from the business com- 
mittee, reported the following plan for carry- 
ing on the work in the State: Ist, a committee 
of three from each county be appointed ; 2d, 
the duty of these committees shall be to pro- 
vide for district conventions and permanent 
unions; 3d, the chairmen of these committees 
shall collect and report the statistics of each 
county ; 4th, ifany member resigns, each com- 
mittee shall be allowed to fil! the vacancy. The 
plan was adopted unanimously, and the Presi- 
dent was empowered to appoint the commit- 
tees. 

More questions and answers were consider- 
ed, and a general discussion followed on the 
best method of organizing a school. The best 
way was to go at it with warm earnestness. 
One zealous man or woman could establish a 
Sabbath-school in almost any place. Instances 
were cited, one of a lady who earned her living 
by her needle, who founded two Sunday- 
schools, now the most flourishing in the place, 


FIFTH SESSION. 


On Thursday morning, the third day of the 
session, a blackboard exercise was given by 
Mr. Clark, of New Milford, illustrating and 
impressing the outline of the history of Christ. 
An experience meeting was then held for fifty 
minutes, during which twenty or more speak- 
ers expressed their views on 


THE BIBLE SERVICE AND PREACHING SERVICE, 


the substituting ofa Sunday-school session or 
a Bible service, in which all the congregation 
could join, for the regular preaching service 
on one part of the Lord’s day, either morning 
or afternoon. The discussion led to the adop- 
of the following resolution : 

Resolved, That this Convention recommend tothe 
churches of the State the substitution of a Bible- 
teaching service for one of the preaching services 
of the Sabbath. 

It was evident that the feeling among the 
churches is leaning toward a more systematic 
study ofthe Scriptures. In East Canaan and 
Sharon the morning sermon had been dis- 
pensed with and the Bible service taken its 
place. The schools had increased, the after- 
noon church service had been greatly aug- 
mented, and the preacher labored more accep- 
tably to himself and his congregation, and they 
wouldn’t change back for. anything. Mr. 
Searles stated that three churches in New 
Haven had adopted the plan, and others were 
anxious todoso. Mr. Fletchersaid that Hart- 
ford had taken the lead in this matter, but they 
had left out the afternoon preaching service. 
Mr. Clapp favored it, but there were many 
grave questions in the way—would the preach- 
ers and churches be benefitted? are the pastors 
competent? or would it be too hard on them? 





Several gentlemen attributed the opposition to 
the old fogies in the churches who had never 
been in Sunday-schools. They all denounced 
the grinding of the school down to only a few 
minutes time between two long church ser- 
viees. When the vote on the above resolution 
was taken, only two voted against it, and they 
said they were not opposed to the measure, 
but thought it not expedient for the Conven- 
tion to take such action. 


STATE CENTRAL COMMITTEE, 

John M. Parker, from the committee to no- 
minate a State Central committee, reported as 
follows: George Langdon, of Plymouth; John 
E. Searles, Jr.,of New Haven; and W.S. Bron- 
son, of Hartford; also, W. I. Fletcher, of Wa- 
terbury, tor State Secretary. All the nomina- 
tions were accepted. 

COUNTY SECRETARIES. 

The following gentlemen were named by 
President Haven as chairmen of the different 
county committees: Hartford—J. 8. Tryon, 
Hartford: New Haven—J. Tomlinson, Bir- 
mingham; New London—Dr. W. W. Sheffield, 
New London; Litehfield—Rev. W. G. Bassett, 
Warren ; Middlesex—Rev. S. W. Robbins, East 
Haddam; Windham—Dr. lL. Williams, Pom- 
fret; Tolland—J. N. Stickney, Rockville; 
Fairfield—P. Button, of Greenwich. 


SPIRITUAL RESULTS. 


The question, ‘* How can the Sunday-school 
be made more Fruitful in Spiritual Results ?”’ 
was discussed in an interesting and animated 
manner by the Convention, a large number 
speaking and giving their experience to the 
point. It was generally agreed that to secure 
the desired result, teachers must have the love 
of God in their hearts, and be earnest in the 
work. Mr. Searles thought every part of the 
service should tend to the accomplishing of 
such results. Mr. Button urged three things, 
the love of Jesus, the love of children, and love 
and knowledge of the Word of God. 


THE CLOSING SESSION. 


On Thursday afternoon the closing session 
was held. The main subject for consideration 
was the 

EARLY CONVERSION OF CHILDREN. 

There is a wide-spread skepticism on this 
subject. It must be eradicated from the ehurch 
and from the Sunday-school before we can 
hope to bring the children to Jesus. Several 
delegates related incidents plainly showing 
that little children could understand and em- 
brace the truth as it is in Jesus, in all its vital 
elements, to the salvation of their souls. We 
should press this point upon the heart and 
conscience of the church. The unbelief and 
apathy of parents is asad drawback here. The 
aim of the Sunday-school should be to bring 
the little ones at once to Jesus. 

The county delegates reported the gentlemen 
who are to take charge of the Sunday-school 
work in each county during the coming year, 
and after usual closing exercises, personal ex- 
pressions of the delight and profit that the 
meetings had afforded, grateful. and compli- 
mentary resolutions, the Convention adjourn- 
ed sine die. 

It was announced that $150 would cover the 
expenses of the Convention. A collection was 
taken at once, and $117 were raised. 
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THOSE who begin heavenly thoughts and 
prosecute them not, are like those who kin- 
dle a fire under green wood and leave it so 
soon as it begins to flame.—Bishop Hall. 
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Sunday-School Gntelligence. 


[We welcome toa place in this department any 
items of Sunday-school news from any and every 
part of the wide field.) 





Revivals.—Cheering news comes from many 
parts of our country, of gracious outpourings 
of the Holy Spirit. The Sabbath-schools in 
many of the localities from which this good 
news is reported largely share in the blessing. 
Perhaps the larger number of items recorded 
speak of the work among the children and in 
the Sabbath-school. In two or three places we 
have seen statements of whole classes, as well 
as of entire families, brought to Jesus. In the 
Baptist church in Newburgh, New York, a 
whole Sabbath-school class was among the 
first fruits of a bounteous spiritual harvest. 





New York City.—The fifty-fourth anniver- 
sary of the New York Sunday-School Mission- 
ary Union will be held Tuesday, the 17th day 
of May. The schools will assemble at the va- 
rious churches, and join in singing the anni- 
versary hymn and listen to addresses. The 
Society will hold its meeting in the Reformed 
church, Fifth Avenue, corner of Twenty-ninth 
street. At the anniversary occasion one year 
since, this church was crowded, and many 
could not get inside the building. J. F.S. 





Philadelphia—Protestant Episcopal Sun- 
day=-School Association.—This body is now 
duly organized. Its first stated meet- 
ing was held in the Church of the Holy Tri- 
nity on the evening of March 14th. Charles 
E. Lex, Esq., presided. A large attendance of 
Episcopal Sunday-school teachers was present. 
Copies of the constitution had been distributed 
in 70 schools and signed by more than 500 
teachers. Officers for the year were elected as 
follows: 

President—Charles E. Lex, Church of the 
Epiphany; Vice Presidents—Lemuel Coffin, 
Holy Trinity ; Rev. J. H. Eccleston; Corres- 
ponding Secretary—Samuel G. De Coursey, St. 
Luke’s; Recording Secretary—George C, Tho- 
mas, Holy Apostles; 7’reasurer—Charles D. 
Barney, St. Paul’s, Cheltenham ; Managers— 
Thomas Latimer, St. Paul’s; Rey.S. B. Simes, 
Gloria Dei; Robert Huey, M. D., Mediator; 
Rev. W. Percy Browne, St. Philip’s; Abra- 
ham Ritter, Grace Church; Wm. H. Rhawn, 
St. Matthias; Lewis H. Redner, Trinity Cha- 
pel; Robert C, Cornelius, Atonement; Wm. B. 
Whitney, Christ Church, Germantown; J. G. 
Darlington, St. Matthew’s. 

The question of ‘‘ The Best Way of Interest- 
ing Children in the Church Service,” was then 
discussed by Rey. Dr. Howe, Rey. Mr. Fisher, 
Wm. Welsh, Esq., and several others. Much 
interesting and profitable material was thrown 
out for thought and practical application. The 
Association may be regarded as an accom- 
plished fact. Its career, so auspiciously begun, 
is expected to benefit existing schools con- 
nected with it, extend to the formation of new 
schools, and tend to the general enlargement 
and improvementof the cause in the Episcopal 
Church in Philadelphia. 





The Loss of the ‘‘Morning Star.??—The 
particulars of the loss of the “‘ Morning Star” 
are thus reported from Honolulu. While 
lying at anchor near Strong’s Island, on the 
18th of October, she was struck by a sudden 
squall in the night and driven upon the reef, 





The danger was anticipated, and everything 
that was possible was done to eseape it, but in 
vain. The passengers got safely ashore at 11 
o’clock P.M. Nothing whatever was saved 
from the wreck, which quickly went to pieces. 
The Star cost $25,000 in 1866, and was insured 
fdr $18,000. About 2,000 Sunday-schools con- 
tributed to it. Another vessel will doubtless 
be built to replace it. 





A Thank-Offering.—A little Presbyterian 
church among the mountains of western Ma- 
ryland has recently been greatly refreshed by 
revival blessings and the ingathering of many 
souls. The people have just made a thank- 
offering to the Lord of $1,000, to be spent upon 
the Sabbath-school and home work. 





Bowling Green, Kentucky.—The third 
Sunday-school Institute for our town is to be 
held in the Baptist church, on the 12th, 13th, 
and 14th of April. The programme is already 
out. Amongst the subjects to be introduced 
are, ‘‘ Objects of the Sunday-School Institute,”’ 
“Spiritual Aims in the Sunday-School,’’ ‘‘ Re- 
ports of Progress in the Work,” “ Uniform 
Lessons,” ‘ Difficulties and How to Obviate 
Them,” with question drawer, children’s meet- 
ing, sermon, and incidental addresses, prayer, 
praise, and social converse. A good time is 
looked for. H. C. D. 





Brooklyn.—At the recent anniversary of Ta- 
bernacle Baptist church, Brooklyn, addresses 
were made by E. D. Jones, of St. Louis, and 
Rev. George J. Mingins, of New York. More 
than 800 scholars attend the school. 





An Important Question.— Maine papers are 
discussing whether a Sunday-school in Ban- 
gor, which requires the constant presence of 
two policemen to preserve order, is a success. 





Hulmeville, Penn’a.—The meeting of the 
Bucks County Sunday-School Union, on March 
15th and 16th, was a profitable one. Much of 
its success was owing to the indefatigable Pre- 
sident, Edward G. Harrison, and a few live 
assistants. Lewis D. Vail, Esq., of Philadel- 
phia, the Secretary of the State Association, 
presided, and admirably conducted the ocea- 
sion. On the first day the mecting was held 
in the public Hall, on the second, in Grace 
Episcopal church. Professor Diehl gave one 
of his tine Bible lectures, and addresses were 
made by the Rev. Messrs. Reed, Conrad, Bush, 
Amerman, DeHart, Vail, Harrison, and others 
on living topics, such as, ‘‘ Addressing Chil- 
dren,” ‘*Winter Schools,’ ‘The Aim,’ 
‘* Helps,’ ‘Missionary Work,” ‘Keeping 
Older Scholars,” ‘*The Bible-Class,’’ &¢., &c. 
The remarks were mostly to the point, and the 
whole proceedings spirited and instructive. 
A good impression has been made. Grace 
Episcopal church, in the town, has dispensed 
with its Sunday evening service and substi- 
tuted instead a congregational Bible-class, On 
last Sunday, one of the stormiest of the year, 
50 or 60 persons attended it, many of them 
coming in from the country districts around. 

SECRETARY. 





Raising Money.—It is no small matter how 
the money is raised which goes to swell the 
library and other funds in the Sunday-school. 
The subject needs watching. The Advance says: 
Several young persons, wishing to do good, 
have determined to give a ball, and devote 








the proceeds either to the purchase of a new 
bell for the church, oralibrary for the Sunday. 
school. They are undecided between the bell 
and the books, but there is not a moment’s 
hesitation about the ball. The place we leave 
unnamed. 





A Fine Sunday-School Building—is that 
occupied by the Wesley Chapel Sunday-school, 
of Indianapolis, Indiana. It was recently 
dedicated, It has its rooms for Bible-classes, 
and infant class, connectedly arranged so as to 
be under the control of the superintendent for 
opening and closing services. The furnish- 
ing throughout is of the most comfortable and 


suitable character. 
—_—————__~» 


Tried for Murder. 


E find the following in The Baptist 
Teacher for April: 

Rev. D. W. Ross, of West Virginia, ina 
letter to The Baptist Record, of that State, 
gays: 

‘‘A few weeks ago, I visiteda Sunday- 
school at ———. We arrived at half-past 
eight o’clock A. M., and waited until half- 
past eleven for the superintendent, but we 
waited in vain, for he did not come. A 
sharp boy among the waiting company 
asked his father fora pencil, and in a little 
while produced and nailed upon the school- 
house door the following : 








NOTICE. 
The Superintendent of this Sunday-school 
ischarged with murder ! Thescholars are no- 


tified tomeet herenext Sunday, and try him. 














“é What do you mean ?? 
who read the startling notice. 

‘«*T mean that he has killed the Sunday- 
school ;’ replied the boy.”’ 

We trust that this will be the last in- 
stance of so fearful an offence. Let none 
at least who read The Baptist Teacher ever 
be guilty ofso great a crime. 


_ OO 2 Oo 

COMFORT FOR DESPONDENT TEACHERS. 
—Paul’s detractors at Corinth had sought 
to cast discredit on his teaching because 
‘‘his bodily presence was weak and his 
speech contemptible.’? See how he meets 
thescornfulaccusation. Heisan ‘‘earthen 
vessel,’? That is true; but he bears a trea 
sure nevertheless. Nay, the ‘ treasure’ 
was confided to an ‘‘earthen vessel’’ with 
an express purpose,—that attention might 
not be distracted by the splendor of the 
casket,—that the jewel within might be 
everything,—that ‘the excellency of the 
power might be of God, and not of’? Paul 
the preacher. Do wesometimes feel sad, as 
teachers of the young, that we are indeed 
only ‘‘earthen vessels?’’? Well, it is too 
true. How much we lack of learning, of 
skill, of fluent speech, of the ‘‘art of putting 
things ;’’ of patience, of firmness, of gen- 
tleness, of all that makes a first-rate teacher! 
Yet remember we bear a treasure,—the 
treasure,—the ‘' pearlof great price.””? And 
this treasure is God’s and he will use it. Let 
us, then, depend wholly on him for success, 


and for the success granted to us let us ren- 
der to him all the glory. 


said one man 
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Books. 


Forty YEARS’ FAMILIAR LETTERS OF JAMES W. 
ALEXANDER, DD., Constituting, with the Notes, a 
Memoir of His Life. Edited by the surviving cor- 
respondent, John Hall, D.D., of Trenton, Two 
volumes in one. 8vo, pp. 412, 379. New York: 
Charles Scribner & Co. The family of Alexanders 
are known in all the Christian world for their 
piety, learning, and Christian usefulness. Begin- 
ning with their eminent father, Archibald, the line 
of goodness and of greatness was continued in his 
noble sons, James Waddel, and Joseph Addison. 
The life of any one of them is full of instruction 
of the richest sort. James W., whose memoir is 
the subject of the work before us, was the eldest 
son of Dr. Archibald Alexander. His whole 
career, as school-boy, college student, tutor, 
professor, -pastor, editor, author, traveller, friend 
—is spread out by his own hand in these letters. 
They were begun in 1819, and kept up continu- 
ously to 1859, the whole number of letters in that 
time reaching nearly 800. From this rich source of 
supply, by a judicious, loving hand, the full and 
characteristic selection here preserved to us has 
been made. It is easy to see how such a correspon- 
dence, bezun in the boyhood of both writers, and 
carried up to and through riper years, has peculiar 
advantages in unfolding a life in its completeness, 
both as to its outer aspects and its inner sources. 
We are thus enabled to trace Dr. Alexander’s life 
through allits developing and maturing periods, 
and to define the man as we could in no other way 
so fully or so well. In this way also,the men, ques- 
tions, and activities of his day, in the world of 
thought, letters and religion, come to us through 
the splendid medium ofa discerning mind, which 
was kept fully informed by wide reading and by 
habits of closestand most accurate observation. 
So that, we have in this work an intensely inte- 
resting record of a busy life, in a busy age, and a 
model of what one good, great soul may accom- 
plish for God in a comparatively bricf day and 
generation. It is a study for all Christians, and 
will be a prize in the hands of young men espe- 
cially, who are starting out on their career of ser- 
vice for the Divine Master. The work is enriched 
by two portraits, taken at an interval of ten years 
apart. 

HEALTH By Goop Livina. By W.W. Hall, M. D. 
NewYork: Hurd & Houghton. Perhaps the stand- 
point of personal gratitude is not the most unpre- 
judiced for the expression ofan opinion, but it cer- 
tainly ought to be the most hearty and sincere. We 
speak thus in commending Dr. Hall’s book. We 
know what we say when we affirm the value of his 
views and general directions as to health and 
living. We have tested them happily, in the past. 
Dr. Hallisnoempiric. His good sense and wisdom 
have for years been spread before the public in his 
own Journal of Health,and in the thousand other 
journals that have quoted its articles; thousands 
have thus learned from him some of the simplest 
secrets of the art of living. Some of the good Doc- 
tor’s directions seem to be dogmatic, and very dog- 
matically expressed, yet he only sets the standard 
high, and would bring men up toit. He does not 
believe in much “medicine.’’ His “good living” 
means eating with a relish good food, well cooked. 
Health ean be maintained and disease cured by 
such living. The subjects treated in the book are, 
the object of eating, when, what, how, and how 
much to eat, regularity in eating, troubles from 
eating, air and exercise, food cure, etc. Families 
should by all means have such a good, plain, and 
sensible book of directions by them, know them by 
heart, and follow them, 

THE REASON WHY SERIES. New York: Dick & 
Fitzgerald. Last week we noticed “The Biblical 
Reason Why,” a book full of pertinent answers to 
pertinent Bible questions. Two other books, con- 
structed on the same general plan, complete what 
the publishers calla ‘Reason Why Series.” Their 
titles are, ‘‘General Science’ and “ Natural His- 
tory.” In these two departments a multitude of 
facts, interesting, curious, and valuable, are given 
in clear, precise terms, not technical, but plain 
and for the popular comprehension. The many 
wood-cut illustrations, copious indexes, convenient 
divisions of subjects, and the question and answer 








arrangement, make the vast amount of informa- 
tion given easily available. The whole series is 
adapted to be widely useful for a large class of read- 
ers, and we commend them as valuable helpers in 
the cause of general education. 

HEDGED IN. By Elizabeth Stuart Phelps. Bos- 
ton: Fields, Osgood & Co. The heroine of this story 
is a “fallen” woman; and the object of the book is, 
partly to show the cruelty and the unchristian 
charity of the ordinary treatment of such cases, 
and partly to teach how a woman, though fallen, 
may be restored. The problem which the authoress 
undertakes to solve is confessedly the most diffi- 
cult in the whole circle of social ethics. Whatever 
may be thought of the theory here advanced, no 
one can deny that the book contains noble and 
lofty sentiments, and that the story is one of great 
power. It is, we think, manifestly superior evon 
to the “ Gates Ajar.” 

JOURNAL OF A VISITTO E@ypt, Constantinople, 
the Crimea, Greece, etc., in the Suite of the Prince 
and Princess of Wales. By the Hon. Mrs. William 
Grey. New York: Harper & Brothers. This visit 
was quite recently made, and the journalistic re- 
cord of it here preserved, beside giving us a fresh 
and charmingly unaffected account of places, 
customs, people, &c., has as much peculiar in- 
terest for us as a peepinto the life of royal tourists 
ean have for a democratic people. Itisa pleasant, 
readable book. 

NURSERY BIBLE BOOKS, IN MONOSYLLABLES. 
Published by George A. Leavitt, New York. Last 
week we noticed ‘‘ From the Crib tothe Cross,” and 
spoke our mind frankly upon its one-syllable plan 
of construction. Three other books, similarly con- 
structed, make up thecomplete set, and may be 
regarded as well assorted companions. Their titles 
are, “Pilgrim’s Progress,” ‘“‘From the Creation to 
Moses,” and “From Joshua to Daniel.” They are 
each beautifully illustrated with ten full-page en- 
gravings, printed in oil colors, and the type is 
splendidly large for little eyes. It would be hard 
to find more attractive books for the nursery, and 
they ought to supplant much of the foolish stuff 
that finds its way into that sanctuary of the home, 
The objections we urged against ‘‘The Crib and the 
Cross” do not so largely confront us in the “ Pil- 
grim’s Progress,” since the Bible is not the subject 
matter taken up. Nor do they meet us so squarely 
in the other two named, since the author has not 
followed the monosyllable soinflexibly, but admit- 
ted, besides the names of persons and places, a few 
other words of two syllables, especially such as 
father, mother, sister, brother, angel. On the 
whole, we commend these books to favorable atten- 
tion. Under proper parental direction, they may 
be made very useful, and lead the very little ones 
by gentle steps into the love of Bible histories and 
truths. 

A BRAID OF GoRDS. By A. L.0.E, New York: 
Robert Carter & Brothers. The books by this author 
are sure to contain sound, Scriptural doctrine, and 
they rarely fail to be interesting. She is perhaps 
the most voluminous of all our writers of religious 
juvenile books, the number of volumes which she 
has contributed already reaching forty-three. The 
present volume contains the picture of an old man 
of seventy, surrounded by his children and grand- 
children, and narrating to them stories of his own 
experience. 

ORIEL; or, Isabel Alison’s School Life. By Ma- 
rian Howard. Philadelphia: Presbyterian Publi- 
cation Commitiee. A well written narrative, giving 
a glimpss of boarding-school life, and showing 
some of the peculiar difficulties in maintaining a 
consistent religious character in such circum- 
stances, 

THE DAY-BREAKING. A small volume put forth 
by the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign 
Missions, and containing letters from missionaries 
and converts, addressed to the children and the 
Sunday-schools in America who contribute to the 
funds of the Board, 

JESUS AND THE LITTLE ONES. By the Rev. E. P. 
Hammond, Philadelphia: American Baptist Pub- 
lication Society. Mr. Hammond’s labors with voice 
and pen are exercising a mighty influence upon 
youthful hearts and livesin this generation. His 
manner ofaddress toward children is very generally 
known. He abounds in incident and illustration, 
and seldom uses anything that is not striking and 
impressive, erring, indeed, we sometimes think, 





on the side of too thrilling stories, unduly exciting 
the imaginations and harrowing the sensibilities 
of the little ones, Still we find pertinency and 
power in almost every story and illustration he 
uses, The little book before us is a rescript of his 
manner of address, and contains many extracta 
from children’s correspondence with him. It will 
do good in the Sabbath-school and family. 

Lucy At Home, By Zell. Philadelphia: Presby- 
terian Board of Publication. An interesting little 
story, setting forth the careful training of a Chris- 
tian mother, and especially in the matter of her 
child’s companions and associations, 

THE BIBLICAL REPERTORY AND PRINCETON Ru- 
VIEW. INDEX VOLUME. No.1. Edited by Drs, 
Hodge and Atwater. New York: Charles Scribner & 
Company. Probably no one volume of the Reper- 
tory will beso rich in valuable information as this 
which contains a review of the whole through a 
series of forty years. The first part, now received, 
contains a retrospect of the history of the Review. 
This retrospect covers 39 pages, and is written with 
great clearness and ability. After this come bio- 
graphical sketches of the contributors, arranged in 
alphabetical order, beginning with Abbott and 
coming down to Tryon Edwards. It includes, of 
course, the three Alexanders, Archibald, James 
and Addison, whose contributions far exceed all 
others, except those of Dr. Hodge. At the end of 
each biography is given a list of the articles contri- 
buted by that particular writer. We shall look for 
the remaining portions of the volume with inte- 
rest. 

THE PHONOGRAPHIC ADVOCATE, January. Ed- 
ited by James EF. Munson, author of ‘The Complete 
Phonographer,” (Oakley, Mason & Co., publishers,) 
New York. A good phonographic journal, advo- 
cating a system in many respects differing from the 
standard Graham system,‘but claiming to bea re- 
form. We have not gone into the merits of the 
question, but believe in all agitation that brings 
real progress and betterment. For ourselves, we 
cleave to the old style from habit, and because we 
have not sufficient time to give to unlearning and 
revolutionizing. Beginnersshould correspond both 
with Mr. Graham and Mr. Munson. 

SUNDAY-SCHOOL CONVENTIONS, and Topics for 
Discussion. Prepared by Rev. S. W. Marston, Ge- 
neral Agent of the Baptist Sunday-School Conven- 
tion, SaintLouis,Mo. A valuable little hand-book 
for all Sunday-school workers. 

THE WORK AND How To DolIt. Newark, N.J.: 
Samuel W. Clark. A little manual conveying prac- 
tical hints to township and county secretaries, pre- 
pared by the State Secretary, and presented to New 
Jersey Sunday-school workers by the Executive 
Committee of the State Association. We presumo 
that it is for gratuitous circulation, and may be 
had also by parties outside of the State on applica- 
tion, with stamp for postage. 

STANDARD PHONOGRAPHIC VISITOR. New York: 
Andrew J. Graham, A weekly advocate, manual 
and record of phonography. 12 cents a number; $3 
a year. 

res GALAXY. April. New York: Sheldon & Co. 
“Mr. Raymond and Journalism,” “Ten Years in 
Rome.” ‘Eugenie, Empress of the French,” and 
“The Future of New York,” are among the papers 
this month. $4ayear. ° 

THETEACHER’SLEAF. A neatand handy pamph- 
let of Notes on the ‘‘ Berean Lessons,” by the Rev, 
J. M. Freeman. ‘The Second Quarter” contains 
“Twelve Lessons about Elijah,” and will be help- 
ful to all who are following the Berean course. 
Hitchcock & Walden, of Cincinnati, and Carlton & 
Lanahan, New York, publish it, 

THE First CHURCH RECORD is a very complete 
manual of the First Congregational church of 
Springfield, Mass. (W. J. Holland, publisher), con- 
taining anniversary sermon, and statisti +s, notes, 
reports, minutes, catalogues, and calendars, show- 
ing up the whole church and Sunday-school orga- 
nization and machineryin brief, It is a suggestive 
record for any live church. Rev. H. M. Parsons, 
pastor. The church is 233 years old. 

PUTNAM’S MAGAZINE. New York: G. P. Putnam 
& Son. Tne April number contains, among many 
other readable articles, a continuation of Prof. T. 
B. Maury’s remarkable articles on the gateway to 
the Pole. $4a year. 

THE RIVERSIDE MAGAZINE: For Young People. 
April. New York: Hurd & Houghton. Splendidly 
illustrated, beautifully printed, well edited. $2.50. 
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Advertising Department. 





Under this head we classify the business notices 
which follow.. We aim to make this Department fresh 
and varied, and of interest to our readers every week. 
Zt is our purpose and determination not to admit into 
tt anything of an objectionable character, under any 
etrcumstances whatever. All advertisements to which 
no special address is appended, will be understood as 
those of our own house. In writing for any article 
mentioned, it will be of advantage to give the page of 
the paper on which the advertisement appeared, 


J. ©. GARRIGUES & CO., 
PUBLISHERS AND BOOKSELLERS, 
Office 608 Arch Street, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 








: Graded Question Paper. 


Issued for Every Week. 





The Series of Question Papers for Scholars, to ac- 
company the Lessons which are appearing in The 
Sunday-School Times this year, are furnished on the 
following terms: 

Subscriptionsin Advance. 


100 copies, from April 3d to the close of the year, $7.50 
“ “ 





50 “ “ “ 8.75 
3 “ “ “ “ “ 1.88 
10 Cty “ “oe “ “ 756 

Try them! Try them!! 

100 eopies, three months, on trial, - = $2.50 
fst) oe “ “ o » e 1.25 
5) o “ “ in = e 650 
) “ “ “s ° - - 306 


No subscriptions received for less than 10 copies. 
Samples sent to any address on receipt of astamp 
for postage. . 


The Youth’s Cabinet, 


Is an eight-page Monthly Paper, full of original 
and attractive reading for YOUNG PEOPLE and 
the Family Circle; only 60 cents per year! 

A BOY or GIRL wanted at every Post-Office in 
the United States, to act as Agent. 





a Send for a specimen copy. ‘ 


S. L. CUTHBERT, 
60 Market Street, 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 


TEACHER’S LIBRARY SLATE. 
Price, $1.20 Per Dozen. 


This is a very convenientarrangement for the use 
of the Sabbath-school teacher. It is intended for 
keeping a record of the books which have been 
selected by the class. After a choice has been made 
the librarian takes the slate, returning it tothe class 
with the books which have been chosen. In every 
school where a catalogue is used for making selec- 
tions from the library, this slate will be found to be 
the nicest arrangement yet introduced. 

The article cannot besent by mail, except at letter 
rates of postage. Sample in this way for 20 cents. 


PIANOS, [435 Broome St., New York. ORGANS, 
Cc. M. TREMAINE & BRO., 
Manufacturers and Dealers in Piano Fortes. 


Wecan furnish newseven octave Pianos from 
$275 to $950; second-hand instruments, $30 to $250; 
new Cabinet Organs, from $45 to $1.000, We have 
the agency for the wonderful 


Burdett Combination Organ 


(with Carpenter and Burdett’s new improve 

ments), which we challenge the world to equal. 

The disagreeable, reedy tone entirely overcome in 

this instrument. Our new scale, medium-sized 7 

ectave Piano-Fortes are now ready, at low 

ye for cash. Sold on. installmeuts, or rented, 
ce-lists sent to any address, 











THE WELL SPRING for 1870. 
A Weekly Children’s Paper. 


Twenty-Seventh Volume. 





The WELL SPRING for 1869 has had a large cir- 
culation, and judging from the flattering letters 
we have received, has given excellent satisfaction. 
We have published articles from many of our best 
writers each week, and the 


Illustrations have been Equal to any Published 


in similar papers in the country. 


For 1870, we shall endeavor to make the WELL 
SPRING a necessity for the children’s Sabbath 
reading, that no family will be willing to do with- 
out. 

We are to continue the department for Mis- 
sionary Articles and intelligence, to be furnished 
mainly by writers in the missionary fields in this 
and foreign lands. In this department we are to 
have the special help of the American Board and 
other missionary societies, 

We shall furnish the best illustrations we can 
secure from superior artists, and shall spare nei- 
ther pains nor expense to make the paper just 
what all our Sabbath-schools need, Subscriptions 
may commence any date. 


Terms 60 cts.a Year; Postage prepaid, 72 cts. 
In Bundles of 10 or more Copies. 
SINGLE COPIES, 75 CENTS. 


ASA BULLARD, Nee’y. M. H. SARGENT, Treas. 
13 Cornhill, Boston. 


Lesson List for 1870. 


All schools intending to take up the course of 
Lessons that are appearing in our columns 
this year, would do well to provide their entire 
membership with 


The Sunday-School Times Lesson List for 1870, 


which can be obtained at 25 cts. per 100 copies, post- 
paid, by addressing the Publishers of this paper. 


LIBRARIANS: 


You will save time, labor and books, by using 


















©ck Syste™ 


LIBRARY REGISTER (ss 


And Cards, by means of which nearly 1,000,000 
books are now distributed. Send for circular 


ILLUSTRATIONS 


OF 


Scenes in the Life of Christ. 











A beautiful series of Scripture Pictures on the 
Life of Our Lord, attractively printed in bright co- 
lors, and very appropriate for the walls of the Sun- 
day-school room, 


1—Christ and the Woman of Samaria. 
2—Christ Blessing Little Children. 
8—Christ Disputing with the Doctors. 
4—Christ Feedeth the Multitude. 
5—Christ Foretelling the Destruction of Jerusalem 
6—Christ Maketh the Deaf to Hear. 
7—Christ Sending Forth His Disciples, 
8—Christ Turneth the Water into Wine. 
9—Jesus Raising the Ruler’s Daughter, 
10—Jesus Returning with His Parents to Nazareth. 
£11—Nathanael Coming to Jesus. 
12—The Nativity. 


$2.40 for the twelve by mail. 





a4@Specimen on receipt of 25 cents, 





BOUND VOLUME 


FOR 


1869. 


The Sunday-School Times 


for last year contained 624 quarto pages of maéerial, 
bearing on almost every phase of the Sabbath. 
school work, The whole volume has been carefully 
and systematically indexed, and bound substan- 
tially in cloth, It furnishes the most complete 
record of intelligence in regard to the present con- 
dition of Sabbath-schools, of all denominations, of 
any one medium published. A complete file of 
The Sunday-School Times during the past eleven 
years, would be a valuable prize for any one who 
desires to be thoroughly informed in regard to the 
rapid progress of the cause which is claiming the 
attention of some of the leading minds of the day, 
Price of Volume XI, bound in the manner de- 
scribed, $3. 


VALUABLE NEW BOOKS. 


STUDIES IN BIBLE LANDS. By Rev. W, 
L. GAGE. Seventy-two engravings. Price, $2.00, 
Extra binding and paper, $2.50. A choice descriptive 
— hen the history and localities of Palestine and 

ast. 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL COMMENTARY— 
GOSPELS AND Acts. By REV. I. P. WARREN. Over 
fifty maps and cuts. Price, $1.75. ‘‘ An admirably 
contrived apparatus for facilitating the study of 
the Scriptures.”—Am. Presbyterian. 








4&e-Sent post-paid on receipt of price. Send for 
our catalogue of Sunday-School Books. 


WARREN & BLAKESLEE, 


164 Tremont Street, Boston. 





Something New. 





AN ATTRACTIVE SERIES OF WALL TEXTS 
has recently been printed in bold letters, so plain 
that any child familiar with the alphabet can read 
them. Although very distinct, they are highly or- 
namental, and their cheapness will secure an in- 
treduction into many schools where the elabo- 
rately finished lithograph texts are considered too 
expensive. They are printed in colors, on heavy 
paper, 16 by 21 inches in size, 


The Texts are as follows: 


1.—“‘ Stand up for Jesus.”’ 
2.—* We would see Jesus.”’ 
3.—‘‘ Ye Must be Born Again,” 
4.—‘*‘ Now is the Accepted Time,”’ 
5.— Suffer Little Children to Come unto Me,” 
6.—‘‘Search the Scriptures.” 
7.—*Come unto Me all ye that Labor and are 
heavy Laden and I will give you Rest.” 
&—‘*‘Remember thy Creator in the Days of thy 
Youth.” 
9.—‘‘God Bless our Sunday-School.” 
10.—‘* Feed My Lambs,”’ 
11.—** Come to Jesus.” 
12,—“‘ Hope Thou in God,”’ 
13.—‘‘ Jesus the Only Saviour.’ 
14.—“ Live for Jesus.”’ 
15.—‘* Come Unto Me.” 
16.—*I will give you Rest.” 
17.—*‘ Jesus Lives.” 





a@ If twelve texts are ordered at one time, they 
will be sent by mail for $1.75; the entire seventeen 
for $2.50. Single copies, 20 cts. 


TOKEN FOR TEACHERS. 


This is a little four-page leaflet, preparea b: 
R. G. PARDEE, containing some brief pee nae = 4 
hints for the Sunday-school teacher, It isintended 
to show the relations of the Superintendent, the 
Teachers, the Parents, the Pastor, tle Church and the 
Community to the true worker in the Sunday-school 
vineyard. It also embraces some valuable principles 
of instruction, with the qualifications of a good 
teacher. Many Superintendents we have no doubt 
would like todistribute it in their schools, Packages 
of 50 copies will be sent by mail for 25 cents, 
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BE AUTIFUL 68—Pilgrim’s Progress., Pt. I. 12 cards. 40c | 160—Scripture Texts, No. 1. 168 cards. 250 
69—Pilgrim’s Progress. Pt. II. a © 40c | 161—Scripture Texts, No. 2. 168 “ eo 
70—Pilgrim’s Progress, Pt. III. = 40c | 162—Scripture Texts, No. 3. 168 “ ec 
71—Curious Bible Questions, Pt,I, 12 “ 25¢ | 163—Prayers for the Young. 14“ Se 
° dd dd 72—Curious Bible Questions, Pt,2. 12 “ 25¢ | 164—Sunday-School Tickets, No, 1. 14 “* Se 
icture ewar ards, 73—Scripture Texts. Pt, III. 2 « 80c | 165—Sunday-School Tickets,No.2 144 “ 95a 
74—Bible Selections, No. 1. = 25¢ | 166—Sunday-School Tickets, No.8. 144 “ 9%e 
75—Bible Alphabet. mB 2c | 167—Sunday-School Tickets, No. 4. 144 “ 25 
FOR 76—Scripture Texts. Pt. IV. ee 25¢ | 168—Sunday-School Tickets, No. 5, 144 “ 256 
77—Infant School. Pt. I. agers 2c | 169—Sunday-School Tickets, No. 6. 432 * 
SA B B AT H — sc H Oo © LS 78—Sunday-School Treasures, Pt.I.10 “ 20c 1)-BaadherMakesl Tickets, No. 7. 42 * ae 
AND 79—Bible Selections, No. 2, 122 “ 25¢ | 171—Sunday-School Tickets, No. 8. 42 “ Be 
80—Bible Alphabet, gilt. ae 25c | 172—Reward Tickets. 120 “ 56 
81—Sunday-School Treasures. Pt.II.10 “ 20c | 173—Counsels for the Young. 20 * 
FAMILIES. 82—Illuminated Bible Texts, No.2, 12 “ 80¢ | 174—Merit Cards, 200“ te 
: rieties. 88—Illuminated Texts. F. n= 25¢ | 175—Merit Cards, gilt. 140 “ %oe 
(Wearly sas Sh + ccna ) 84—Illuminated Texts. G. mo 25c | 176—The Gem. 70 “ 80c 
85—Illuminated Bible, No. 3, _ 80¢ 
86—Life of St. Paul. 12 * 25c Any number of packages will be sent by mail, 
These cards are exquisitely printed in bright and 87—Bible Selections, No. 3. 12 « 25¢c | Post-paid by us, on receipt of the prices given, 
beautiful colors, and their general introduction g8—Scripture Texts. Pt. V. 3 « 80¢c | In making an order for these cards, please be par- 
among the young cannot fail to awaken an interest 89—Sunday-School Gifts. Pt. I. 1 25e | ticular to mention the No. of each parcel desired, 
and encourage them in acquiring a knowledge of | 99_Ghildren of the Bible. 12 = 15c | Which is printed at the left hand side of the title, so 
the Scripture lessons thus pleasingly presented,and | 9)_pinie Precepts, No. 1. 10 “ 15¢ | #8 to avoid all errors that might occur in attempt- 
plainly taught. 92—F lowers and Fruits of Bible. 12 “ 50c | ing to copy the names which appear on the outside 
1~T'en Commandments Weards. 0c | %—Seripture Mottoes. Pt. I. 1 * 20¢ pullbageb War Gis dene att heey dread og A. —_ 
fail " > e 
2—Good Conduct. ae 25e | 94~Picture Reward Tickets, 2d Series, 16 cards. 50¢ | may be returned in the same eniner as pion out 
3—Joseph and his Brethren, i 50c | 95—Infant School. Pt. IT. 10 20¢ | and others will be given in exchange forthem. 
4—Miracles of Our Saviour. 16 50c | 96—Scenes, Holy Land,OldTestament. 12 “ 50c 
5—Life of Christ. First series. mw 50c | 97—Sunday-School oo No. 1. 7 z ron 
; ries, 12 “ 50c | 98—Scripture Nationalities, 
ty ang Sommer eo y * 25¢ | 99—Bible Precepts, No, 2, 10 “ 2c PI CTO RIAL Al DS 
8—Life of St. Paul. 2 =“ 60c | 100—Pilgrim’s Progress. 12 * 650c TO 
9—Ten Commandments. 2 “ 25¢ | 101—Christiana and Children. a °° oe BL ACKB 
'10—Bible History. 1st Series. = 50c | 102—Sunday-School Reward, No.2 10 * Se OARD EXERCINES, 
ll—Bible History. 2d Series. 2 * 50¢ | 103—Sunday-School Gifts. Pt. II. 10 “ 2c 
25; Semien of Cur kavd, 2 25¢ | 10i—Scripture Mottoes. Pt. II. 10 “ 20¢ FOR THE USE OF 
18—Prodigal Son. = * -.0.) See . « w.| Sabbath-Schools, Bible-Classes, 
14—Prayers for Children, 8 30¢c | 106—Giad Tidings. 12 50¢ / 
15—Plants of the Bible, Bm « 50¢ | 107—Scenes from Scripture History. 10 “ 25e AND 
16—Proverb Picture Rewards, A. 8 “ 260 | 108—Reward Tickets. >. Congregational Bible Instruction. 
17—Proverb Picture Rewards. B. 8 “ 25¢ | 109—Bible Alphabet. Pt. I. le ae 
18—Sunday-School Reward. 4 “ 80c 110—Bible Alphabet. Pt. II, — 10c 5 Large Charts. Size, 28 by 40 inches. 
19—Watts’s Moral Songs. 10 50c 111—Scripture Texts. Pt. XI. 12 a 40c 
20—Illuminated Temperance, ee 40c | 112—Bible Texts. vores rs i a These charts will be found very serviceable in 
2i—Ten Commandments, Wm 25¢ | 1138—Ten peg Mion ments, 12“ Me the preparation of Lessons for Visible Illustration 
2%—Parables of Our Saviour. 146 « 50c | 114—Life of ~ osep : 16 oe of Bible Themes. They are bold enough to be seem 
2%8—Bible Picture Hymns. 10 te | ee bb eee distinctly in a large room, and meet a want that 
%4—Story of Queen Esther, e ¢., 5 ee ee «oh | has been felt by those who have not had much ex- 
%—Christian’s Belief. _ ¢ 25¢ 1s —Eeeee Onrds. oo L. 20 © B09 | Perience in the use of chalk on a blackboard. The 
%6—Jewish Months. 1 — ply | 10 eipente eee. AEE, cz subjects, already prepared, with a deseription of 
%7—Bible Truths. 1 25e | 119—Children of the Bible. 12 15¢ each lesson, are, 
%—Life of David. 12 25e 120—Illuminated Tickets. A. 12 “* 29e Th 3 Sh 
®—Picture Cards, with Hymns, 32 “ 30¢ | 121—Illuminated Picture Tickets. 2 “ = 65e e Goo epherd, 
80—Scripture Prayers, 2 50¢ | 122—Life of Our Saviour. 16 * 500 Parable of the Sower, 
$1—Embossed Pictures. Ist Series. 16 “ 50¢c | 123—Precepts, Promises and Prayers. re bi 25¢ The Pillar of Truth, 
&82—Embossed Pictures. 2d Series. 16 0 50c ae secant = = a ro The Two Mansions, 
emer a r= se nea “ a 126—Attributes of Christ. 12 “ 800 The Christian Armor. 
35—Children of the Bible, 2 40¢ | 127—Illuminated Scripture Texts. 16 “  25e The entire set will be sent by mail on receipt of 
86—Illuminated Picture. A. 16 “ S0o | 128—Ploture Tickets. C. 2 20c | $2.60, or a sample for examination for 50 cents. 
87—History of Joseph. 2 o5¢ | 129—Scripture Texts. Pt. XXI. 12 “ 30c 
88—Picture Reward Tickets. 16" 60c | 180—Scripture History. 60 fe 25 
39—Illuminated Crosses, 8 “ 50c 131—Illuminated Tickets. D. 80 * 20c “ 
40—Good Counsel. 6 85c | 132—Scripture Texts. 12“ = 25¢ opriate for Il RASONS. 
41—Illuminated Picture. B. 1% 50¢ | 133—Gems for Sunday-Schools, oa 
(42—Life of Moses. ma 25c | 134—Illuminated Tickets. 8 * =e , 
483—Sunday-School Premium, y..° 35c | 135—Embossed Rewards. 15 “ 25¢ TH E TEAC H E R s Cc ROWN 
44—Mother and her Children. s.“ 50c | 136—Reward Tickets, a4 “ We By JOHN S. HART. 
45—Pilgrim’s Progress. | ies 50c | 137—Little Ones’ Rewards. 24 2 25¢ A beautiful tract for teachers, containing rich 
46—Life of St. Paul. ee 25¢ | 188—Select Prayers from Psalms, 12 _ 25c gems of thought, and pointing to the reward in 
47—Child’s Packet. 6 * 60c | 189—Psalms of David. 10“ 15¢ | store for earnest laborers in the Sabbath-school 
48—Picture Cards, with Hymns, 50 “ 80c | 140—Psalms of David. 10 20c | vineyard. Price 36cents a dozen. Send two $-cent 
49—Colored Mottoes. mS 25c | 141—Regular Attendance, - 25c stamps for a sample by mail. 
S8—Illuminated Texts. a. © 25c | 142—Good Conduct. 20 “* 25e 
61—Illuminated Bible Texts, No.1.12 “ 30c | 148—Diligence. 20 “* 25¢ 
62—Tokens of Merit. * 25c | 144—Reward of Merit. 20 “ 256 FOR DISTRIBUTION 
&8—Ten Commandments, a 15¢c | 145—Poetry Rewards, Pk. 1. 5 “ 25¢ 
54—Colored Pictorial Rewards, uo 25c | 146—Poetry Rewards. Pk. 2. 50 “ 256 Segre TEACHERS. 
&—Scenes, Holy Land, New Test. 12 “ 50c | 147—Poetry Rewards. Pk. 3. 50 “ 250 
56—Short Texts. . 120 “ 20c | 148—Poetry Rewards, Pk. 4. 50 “= 5c GOOD, CHEAP LITTLE BOOKS, 
57—Heroes and Martyrs, nm. 50c | 149—Poetry Rewards. Pk. 5. 50 “ 25¢ IN PAPER COVERS. 
58—The Beatitudes. ia 6c | 150—Poetry Rewards. PK. 6, 50 “ 25¢ Per dos. 
59—Picture Tickets. a 50c | 151—Ten Commandments. 10 “* 15¢ | 4 Model Sabbath-School Lesson, - - 96a 
60—Scripture Texts, Pt. I. 1 “ 80c | 152—-Ten Commandments. 10 “ 2c | a Message from the Border-Land, - 60c. 
61—Bible Texts. 120 “ 2c | 153—Scripture History. Pk. 7. 50 “ 25¢ | A Useful Life and Fragrant Memory, - 60a 
62—Pictures and Songs. 1? 50c | 154—Scripture History. Pk. 8, 50 “ 25¢ | God’s Child! Little Johnny, the Mission 
63—Life of Joseph. | ea 25¢c | 155—Illuminated Texts, A. ta ae Scholar, = ee a ee 
64—Ten Commandments, 1 aeehge 40c | 156—Illuminated Texts. B. 12 “  50¢ | Lily, the Sweet Mission Flower, See 
8—Bible Texts. in > 25¢c | 157—Illuminated Texts. C. 12 “ 80¢ | TheTeacher’sCrown, - - - - = 86 
66—Scripture Texts. Pt. II, a, Y 40c | 158—Illuminated Texts. D. ma ae 4@~ On receipt of 30 cents, a full set, for examina- 
@—Ten Commandments, an * 25c ' 159—Illuminated Texts, E, 12 *“ §@c ' tion, mailed to any address, 
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DICTIONARY 


OF THE 


BIBLE: 


COMPRISING ITS 
Antiquities, Biography, Geography, 
AND 


NATURAL HISTORY. 


Edited by WILLIAM SMITH, LL.D. 


While other editions of this valuable 
work by the eminent author have appear- 
ed, it would be difficult to conceive of one 
better adapted to the wants of Superinten- 
dents and Teachers. This American Edi- 
tion isa reprint from Dr. Smith’s abridge- 
ment, prepared by his own hand, and has 
been published at a price that will bring it 
within reach of the large and important 
class of readers for whom it is intended. 
Besides three valuable maps and numerous 
small illustrations, it is embellished with 
sixteen full-page wood-cuts, and eight very 
fine steel engravings. 


Octavo, 776 Pages. 


English Cloth, Sprinkled Edges, $3.50 
Substantial Leather, Library Style, $4. 


Opinions Expressed. 


From Rev. D. C. Eddy, Baptist. 
This edition is admirably adapted to general 
circulation, and has advantages over any other one 
now before the public. It should be in the hands 
of every Bible student and Sunday-school teacher. 


From Rev. Wm. E. Schenck, Presbyterian. 

This abridgement, made by Dr. Smith himself, 
precisely meets the want of vast numbers of mi- 
nisters, Sabbath-school superintendents and teach- 
ers. The abridging process has been admirably 
performed; your edition contains, so far as I can 
judge. all of the larger work at all needful, except 
for the most learned and critical. 


From Bishop Janes, Methodist. 

It is and will be one of the standard works of its 
class. The edition you publish is a superior one, 
andits circulation must promotea more intelligent 
knowledge of the Holy Scriptures. 


From Rev. Geo. Bushnell, Congregationalist. 

Iam glad there is such an edition of ‘‘Smith’s 
Dictionary of the Bible,’’ in an abridged form. 
There can be no doubt that it has been edited with 
care and good judgment, and the publishers have 
done their part admirably well. 


From Rev, A. L. Chapin, Pres. Beloit Col., Wis. 

I rejoice that an abridgement of this work, made 
by Dr. Smith himself, is given to the American 
public in a form and ata price so well adapted to 
general circulation. Sunday-school teachers will 
find it an invaluable aid, almost indispensable in 
preparing for their work. 


From Rev. Henry B. Smith, D.D., LL.D., Prof. 
Union College, New York. 

It seems to me that this is the best of the abridged 
editions, equal in typography to the original, and 
surpassing itin its maps and illustrations, as well 
as in its exactness. 


From Rev. I. W. Andrews, Pres. Marietta Col- 
lege, Ohio. 

The large work is familiarto all scholars,and this 
abridged edition, isfor the great majority of read- 
ers, fully equal to that in many respects, and supe- 
rior in others. I take pleasure in giving it my 
hearty commendation, 





NEW EDITION. 


SABBATH-SCHOOL 
INDEX. 


BY R. G. PARDEE, A. M., 


With an accurate steel-plate portrait and an inte- 
resting biographical sketch of the author. This 
valuable work, which has had the largest sale of 
any volume of its character in so short a time after 
its publication; contains the History and Progress 
of Sunday-Schools, with Approved Modes of In- 
struction, Examples in Illustrative, Pictorial and 
Object-Teaching; also, the Use of the Blackboard, 
Management of Infant-Classes, Teachers’ Meetings, 
Conventions, Institutes, etc., etc. It is a book that 
should be within reach of every superintendent 
and teacher in the land, asit plain and practical, 
and a standard authority on the subjects to which 
itrefers. Price, $1.25. 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL SPEAKER,,. 


Arranged by Mrs. O. AUGUSTA CHENEY. 


A want has long been felt for just such a collec- 
tion as this is, adapted tothe Festivals and Con- 
certs that do so much to create an enthusiasm and 
love for our Sabbath-Schools. Several very sweet 
and simple sacred ballads are given, with afew 
dialogues and concert exercises. Price 50 cents; by 


LIFE-SCENES 
FROM THE BIBLE. 


BY REV. GEORGE JONES, 
Late Chaplain of the United States Navy. 











Life-Scenes from the Gospels. 


With a Map of Palestine, 
AND 25 ILLUSTRATIONS. 
Large 12mo. 443 Pages. $2. 


This is a most useful and important work for 
Superintendents and Teachers, and indeed for any 
one who desires to’ get a thorough knowledge of 
the stirring and eventful scenes that transpired in 
the time of our Saviour. The record of each scene 
is given with such aclearness and minuteness of 
description as to throw great light on the Scripture 
narrative; indeed no one can attentively read this 
book without being more deeply impressed with 
the wonderful life and labors, as well as the trials 
and privations, of the Saviour and His band of 
chosen followers, 





Life-Scenes from the Old Testament. 
With Maps and Illustrative Engravings. 


Large 12mo. 496 Pages. $2. 


In the preparation of this instructive volume, 
the author brought to his aid an extensive study of 
books, added to his own personal observations in 
the countries of the Bible, and leads us over por- 
tions of Scripture history which are compara- 
tively but little explored; hence some of the chap- 
ters have a peculiar freshness, combined with a 
sacred interest; for instance, the one describing 
Abraham’s coniract for the tomb-caves at Hebron, 
showing the manner in which alphabets were ori- 
ginally make, will be considered by some well 
worth the price of the book, 





TWELVE YEARS WITH THE CHILDREN, 
By Rev. WM. WARREN, Dist. Sec. of Am. Board, 
Clo.h, 1l6mo, 824 pp. Illust’d. Price $1.25. 2d Edition, 

The book is constructed upon four sug 
mottoes, under each of which the bes 
venile character are broug mre Vuricty 
of illustrations and anecdotes, ok contains 
many interesting and instructive stories, all of which 
are strictly trae. 
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Fruits of the Spirit, — 


PRICE 36 CTs. PER DOZEN. 





This;is the title of one of our most attractive 
Concert Exercises, which is being largely used in 
Sabbath-schools all over the country. The nine 
tablets so beautifully printed containing the 
mottoes: 


Love, Joy, Peace, Long-Suffering, 
Gentleness, Goodness, Faith, 
Meekness, Temperance, 
originally prepared for ‘‘The Golden Nine,” (from 
Songs of Gladness,) suit admirably in the recitation 


of either of the Exercises. Price of the Tablets $1.25, 
Sent by mail on receipt of price. 





LATELY PUBLISHED. 
BETTER THAN RUBIES; 


OR, 


MABEL’S TREASURE, 
BY EMMA F. R. CAMPBELL. 


Four beautiful illustrations, $1.25. 





An exceedingly interesting book for girls, by an 
author well known tothe readers of The Sunday- 
School Times, who has in this delightful volume 
illustrated ina forcefuland attractive manner that 
““Wisdom is better than rubies.” A volume pecu- 
liarly appropriate for the home circle; filled with 
healthful, hopeful examples for all young persons, 


b@-EVERY SUBSCRIBER “wa 


Desiring to file The Sunday-School Times should 
get one of the new, neat and substantial patent 
Binders. It willlast from year toyear. Price by 
mail, $1, 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL ‘TIMES. 


Published Every Week, 
$1.50 A YEAR. 
Single numbers, 5 cents. 


Terms:—Invariably in Advance. 


Considering the amount and variety of original 
matter in THE TIMES, té is believed to be the cheapest 
religious weekly published, 


“Vo subscriptions are received at less than the 
rate of $1.50 a year, no matter what number of copies 
are taken, 

“Vo paper is sent to any subscriber beyond the 
date for which subscription has been paid in 
advance. 

Persons desiring duplicates of The Times that 
may have been lost in the mails, will please remit 
5 cents for each copy. 

Figures are printed in connection with the sub- 
scriber’s name and address on each paper, showing 
to what volume and number payment has been 
made. 

Written receipts are not necessary, as due ac- 
knowledgment for remittances is made by the use 
of these figures. 

The postage on The Times is 20 cents a year, which 
must be paid at the post office where the subscriber 
resides. 

@ Descriptive List of Valuable Premiurs will 
be sent free, on application, te any one whe will 
solicit new subscribers, ; 

dm sending money by mail, we advise our corres- 
pondents to remit either in Bank Drafts or Poat 
Office Orders, made payable to us, wherever it can 
be done. 

Aili letters relating to the business managemeni 
of The Times, or containing remittances for sub- 
scriptions; also, orders for books, and inquiries in 
reg: o the best publications for Sabbath-schools, 
© addressed to 


J. C. GARRIGUES & Co., Publishers, 
GOS ARCH STREEI1, 
PHILADELPHIA, PA, 

















